Colossians
Lesson 9
David Arthur!!!

Purpose: To present them complete in Christ
Warning:
Don’t be deluded by persuasive arguments
Don’t be taken captive, snatched up by empty deceptions
Instructions:
Dress ourselves
Take Off
Put on
I Thess. 5:25 Brothers, pray for us
Col. 4:2-4   
Prayer: Devote yourself   How?       Be alert and be thankful
Rom. 12:10-12
Why does Paul have to TELL us to be devoted to prayer?
Acts 1:12-14 While they are waiting, they are unified, of one mind.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 2:42  Constantly devoting themselves to prayer
Col. 4:2 Keep alert in prayer. Intentionality, awareness, vigilance
Col. 4:2 Be thankful: it’s an attitude, a posture of your mind, the condition that your mind and heart is in.
Both alertness and thankfulness seem to point to an awareness and dependency.
When you’re thankful, you’re also saying, “He has given me everything I need.”
Eph. 6:10-17 The armor
Eph. 6:18-20 With all prayer and petition 
You’re dressed up for battle, but the ultimate weapon you have, is who you are talking to: Pray
Eph. 6:10-11 
Col. 4:3 Pray that God will open up to us a door. Remember: Paul is in prison.
WHAT are we to pray? That we would have an opportunity to present the gospel to many others.
Phil. 1:12-18 Paul rejoices that Christ is proclaimed 
Where are we to pray from? Paul is in prison!!!
Col. 4:3 Because of the mystery, Paul has been in prison.
Col. 2:2 Christ Himself is the mystery
Col. 1:26-27 Mystery is Christ in you, the hope of glory
Do you desire safety over ANYTHING in this world?
Col. 1:8-9 Since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will
Paul committed to never cease praying for the church in Colossae.
Paul wants THEM to join him in prayer.
People: 
Col. 4:5 Outsiders
Col. 4:5-6  Insiders, Christians, and those NOT YET believers
You need to have a relationship with outsiders. Make the most of every opportunity, so it’s being intentional in your relationships.
Col. 4:6 Let you speech always be with grace, unmerited favor, seasoned with salt so that you will know how you should respond to each person. 
Insiders: Timothy, Epaphras, Tychicus, Aristarchus, Mark, Justus, Luke, Demas, Nympha and Archippus.
Philemon 10-11 Onesimus was formerly useless to you but now, is useful to both you and me. 
Mark: Paul and Mark had a problem and Paul left Mark. Barnabas goes with Mark and eventually, Mark and Paul are restored.
Justus was the only Jew.
In all these people mentioned, there is a kingdom connection. They join Paul in the mission.
What will WE do with this letter? 
Maybe we should look for those who are in our sphere of influence and either be an encouragement to them, or draw encouragement from them.



