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How is it going in your relationships?
Col. 3:12-14 
Paul’s end goal for us is that we walk in a way that is pleasing to God, but in order to do that, there are certain truths I need to know.
The mystery of the gospel is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
You have everything you need in Christ Jesus.
As you have received Him, by faith, so walk in Him.
He circumcised you with a circumcision without hands.
You walk in a newness of life.
Asceticism: self-abasement
Legalism: Law keeping
Mysticism: everything was governed by dreams and visions
Everything is found in Christ. Chapter 3 now tells us how to live.
Col. 3:12 You who are Chosen By Him
Col. 3:12 You are Holy, set apart
When I understand who I am, it makes me behave differently.
Eph. 1:3-4 God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing
Col. 3:12 You are Beloved Of God
Col. 3:12 You are to put on……..
Col. 3:13 Bearing with one another: we don’t write one another off, we have patience with one another. When we fail each other, we are to forgive.
Is there anyone that you can think of that you are not willing to forgive?
The kingdom of God is made up of forgiven sinners.
Since I have been forgiven, I am in turn to forgive even as Christ Jesus forgave me.
Matt. 6:12, 14-15
Col. 3:13 
Col. 3:24 If you’ll remember that it is the Lord Christ you serve, you CAN forgive
Unforgiveness only hurts you.
Col. 3:14 Put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.
If your relationships are going to be what they ought to be, you must put on love.
Rom. 5:5 The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
Gal. 5:22-23 The fruit of the Spirit is love…..
Agape: a love that is not sentimental or emotional, it is obedient. It is an act of the will that desires another’s highest good. It is something that is unconditional, so that even if it is not returned, it still goes on and on.
Col. 3:15 
Rule: only occurrence in the New Testament. It means to act as an umpire, a referee. In all your relationships, the peace of God is to rule. The peace of God will decide HOW that conflict is handled.
Peace is to be desired, not compromise, because I serve the Lord. What is going to make for peace? 
Peace rules so that in all your relationships, there is not any action you take without that peace in your heart. 
Col. 3:15-16 Let the Word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another…..
Meditate, feast, dwell in that Word of God so that It is at home in you and you will find yourself walking in wisdom, instructing one another and you will have joy.
Admonishing: to put in mind. We constantly have to be reminded of the Word
You get away from the Word, you get away from that which makes you WHO you are, and you will find it will make a difference in all your relationships.
Col. 3:17 – 4:1 Wives, husbands, children, fathers, slaves, masters, EVERYTHING is to the Lord.
A man is not to make his wife submit, that submission is a choice.
Submit: to arrange yourself under the husband.
If wives do NOT submit, it’s because they are disobeying the Lord, not their husband.
Wives do NOT submit to anything that goes against the Lord.
Eph. 5:25  Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.
You can look at a wife and tell what kind of a husband she has.
Col. 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things
Parents call the shots. As parents, you are responsible for your children.
Col. 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children. 
There are some fathers that cannot be pleased, which exasperates your children.
Paul doesn’t tell the slaves how to be set free, but how to live in obedience, in that relationship with his master.
Knowledge must become living epistles that are read by all men.
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Have you forgiven? You belong to God. You are chosen, holy and beloved so live like it.

