Colossians
Lesson 6
Kay Arthur

Watch out! Everything that looks spiritual is not. So….look up!!
Colossians:
Prayer:
Person: Jesus Christ IS God, in a fleshly body. (Gnostics taught that Jesus was just an “aeon”: an intermediary between God and man, but not God.)
Position: 
Practice:  Col. 2:16-3:1
Col. 2:16 “Therefore” refers back to our position in Christ.
Let no one put you under:
Legalism: trying to make yourself acceptable to God on the basis of externals.
Col. 2:20-21  Decrees, laws
True Christianity, living under the grace of God: recognizing that acceptance is because of the internal – Christ IN you.
Col. 2:20 If you died, why do you live like this?
Jesus dealt with the Law when He canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against you. Why were they against you? Because you couldn’t keep them, or live up to them because of the flesh.
Matt. 5:20
Gal. 3:10-13 We are under a curse
The Law is by works, by doing, externals: so it can’t change the flesh.
When Christ hung on the tree He fulfilled the righteous demands of the Law.
Rom. 8:3-4 The Law could not make us righteous. But Jesus fulfilled the demands of the Law and makes us righteous.
Rom. 7:1-6 I died to the Law through the body of Christ
The externals do not make you spiritual. Spirituality is INTERNAL.
Col. 2:16-17 Because of our position in Christ we are not to let anyone judge us according to externals.
Which did we see first? Shadow, which told us something was there! All these diets and decrees were simply shadows showing something was coming. It was a picture of the REAL LAMB that was coming.
Why deal with shadows when SUBSTANCE is there?
True Christianity: Christ IN you the hope of glory. So where Christ is going, so you go! 
Christ brought us out from legalism because He is IN us. He did it through union and through death.
I Tim. 4:1-3
Mark 7:15
Acts 10:14-15
Grace has appeared to ALL men. Under grace you are not made spiritual by externals, you are made spiritual because you have Christ IN you, the hope of glory.
Acts 15:22-29 Abstain from things sacrificed to idols simply because it could give offense.
Nothing that goes into your body defiles you spiritually.
Rom. 14:16-17, 20-23 You are bound by love NOT to flaunt your freedom
Don’t let anyone judge you according to “days”:
Rom. 14:5-7 All days, in a sense, are alike to God. I am to live each day as unto Christ. 
Mark 2:28
Rom. 14:4 
Col. 2:16 Don’t let those that are under this legalism judge you in regard to your freedom. Live carefully with them, but don’t let them judge you.
Col. 2:18 
Don’t let anyone judge you according to Asceticism:
By abstinence and self-denial one can train himself to be in conformity to God’s will. It would be delighting in self-abasement. 
Gal. 5:16-17 If you walk by the Spirit you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.
“Anytime that you look to something else other than Christ to make you holy, you will be defrauded of your prize.”
Don’t let anyone rob you through mysticism:
The Gnostics taught that there was a special way to get to God, but it was based on a higher knowledge, based on revelation and experience. Faith is based on the Word of God: fact.
I Cor. 2  Paul talks about the fleshly mind versus the spiritual mind.
The mind of Christ, for the Christian, is the Word of God.
“Angels are the servants of God; messengers of God.” Heb. 1
I Cor. 6:1-2 We will judge angels.
Rev. 19:10 Angels are fellow servants
2 Pet. 1:3 Everything that pertains to life and godliness is found in Christ Jesus.
Col. 2:19 Anytime you stop holding on to the head, which holds the whole body together, you will not have growth from God.
Col. 2:23 Only Jesus Christ will keep the flesh in control
I will walk by the Spirit by keeping my mind set on things above.
Col. 3:1-4 Keep seeking things above where Christ is seated BECAUSE you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. Don’t get caught up in this earthly life. Eternity is coming and we shall be with Him in glory.
Rev. 19:6-8, 11-16 Righteous acts of the saints: that comes by letting Christ who is in you to be your Lord and Master. 
True Spirituality is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Not getting entangled in the affairs of this life.
Rev. 21:1-8 	
Rev. 22:12-15, 17
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