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What is going to keep you from being deluded doctrinally?
How do you know if something is from God or not? YOU need to know because so many are being deluded. They think that they are in a relationship with God in spirit and truth: they ARE in a relationship with a spirit, but not God’s Spirit.
1. By Having a Godly Pastor/Minister/Shepherd /Elder
a.  His Calling = minister:diakonos – one who is called to serve. All ministers are not there to serve. Some pastors are there to BE served rather than to serve. Col. 1:25
b. Steward of God’s Word: I Cor. 4:1-2 We are to be very careful how we handle God’s Word.  Jude 3-4 …deny our only Master/despotes – one who has absolute authority over you. 
Heb. 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them. For they watch over your souls as those who will give an account.  EVERYONE needs to be a part of a church fellowship. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]John 21  They are not only to feed you but to guard you and help you walk properly
Heb. 13:7 Be careful WHO you submit to. You have a responsibility to know WHO it is that you are submitting to. “…considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”
c. His Message: He is going to proclaim Him  Col. 1:28 If you have a man that very seldom opens the Word of God, teaches you about self-image, positive thinking……get out of there! If his message is going to keep you from error, his message MUST be Jesus Christ.
Admonish: nouthetountes - to put in mind or to remind you of certain things. It is training by words.  You will see encouraging, to go forward, to not faint, he will be reproving you, showing you where you’re wrong. This word has to do with the will and the emotions; it means that you are going to be warning.
Teach: to give you instruction in wisdom. “sophia” – insight into the true nature of things. It is not merely imparting facts or truths that he knows. But, he will be giving you understanding. 
You can spot a cult if you know what they teach about Jesus Christ.
The gnostics were saying that revelation of God and spiritual things was only for a select group of people.  This pastor is out to give understanding to EVERYONE. He MUST give admonishing with it because there are people there that need to be saved. 
His message will have as its goal, maturity; the completeness of his sheep. 
Col. 1:28 Someday, this pastor will stand before God, with his sheep, and his goal should be that his sheep are complete in Christ. 
Acts 20:27 He’s not going to shrink from declaring to you the WHOLE council of God
Completeness: the attainment of the proper end, goal, purpose of one’s existence. What IS the purpose of my existence? Christ-likeness.
Present: Word that is used in reference to the coming of Jesus Christ and the time before Him.   
I Thess. 2:19-20 
I Thess. 5:23
Col. 1:29
He will be laboring: Agonizomenos: it will be very hard labor for the pastor to get his sheep to that completeness. This striving is an athletic term:  IF he is going to be a godly man, he is going to have to labor.
Kopio: labor, wearisome toil, you toil so hard! Intense exertion
Energeian: working
He toils and he labors, but not in his own strength. It is God’s strength which is powerful.
I Pet. 4:11   
Phil. 2:12-13 Work out means to carry out to completion. He gives you the desire AND the ability.
His cost is NOT just labor, but intercession. 
Col. 2:1   struggle – agona 
Col 1:9-12  Paul is struggling/agonizing for them in prayer, crying out for them.
Col. 2:2 
He is Praying:  
1. That their hearts would be comforted; if your heart is not comforted, you are vulnerable to any wind of doctrine because you are in torment. Comforted – encouraged, comforted, exhorted and strengthened. IF you have this, you can face anything.
2. For spiritual unity: knit together in love. LOVE causes me to be concerned about other people.  Knit together means compacted together, harmoniously fit together because being alone is very hard to stand. We must be bearing one another’s burdens, not just gaining knowledge.      Heb. 10:24-25 
Ps. 133:1-3 
3. For a full assurance of understanding of Jesus Christ. If you don’t have that full assurance, you will be tossed by every wind of doctrine.
Eph. 4:11-15 You CANNOT stay children; you MUST grow up!
Luke 1:4 
Heb. 10:22 How will you have full assurance of faith? By being in the Word, YOU being in the Word for yourself.
Heb. 6:11 
2 Tim. 1:12 Paul is in prison, facing death. But, he KNOWS WHOM he has believed. He has put everything he has into the gospel of Jesus Christ.

2. By having a proper understanding of Jesus Christ Col. 2:2 We are poverty stricken if we don’t know Jesus Christ. There is a wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding; NOT JUST KNOWLEDGE.
I Cor. 1:26-30 But by HIS doing – He gives wisdom and understanding.  

3. A walk of faith which has : Col. 2:5-7
a. Discipline
b. Stability
c. Gratitude
You need to be established in your faith. You need to KNOW Jesus.
		
