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How can you spot a false teacher?
2 Peter 1 God has given us a clear picture of the one who has escaped the corruption of this world and has become a partaker of the divine nature.
NOW: He has turned from the TRUE, to show you the false.
1. They teach heresies:
2. They indulge the flesh
3. They are given to greed
4. They despise authority

* They Teach Heresies:  2 Pet. 2:1 they are not only headed for destruction they bring in teaching that is destructive; it will destroy people if they believe it.
“Heresy” a choosing: an opinion, a self-willed opinion which is substituted for submission to the power of truth. 
Truth and heresy come in right alongside one another. When the heresy comes in, it is a choice, so it CAUSES you to make a choice against the truth. It plays on the fact that the flesh doesn’t want to submit to the TRUTH.
“Positive confession, the power of positive thinking” is an example. The basis is truth, but the truth is capitalized on and that is ALL you hear.
It is a preference or perversion of a truth and makes it into something for their own advantage.
These heresies are taught alongside TRUTH. But watch their definition for atonement, sin, judgment, and the inerrancy of the Word of God.
They are not easily seen unless you know the truth so well you can immediately spot the counterfeit. 
You should be learning the truth of the Word of God so well, that when a destructive heresy comes alongside the Word of Truth, it stands out.
They speak false words: 
“Plastos”: artificial; feigned, molded and formed. They take words about the Truth and mold and reshape them to their own use.
2 Pet. 2:18 They speak arrogant words of vanity: they are great swelling words but they are empty. They will promise all these things but they are empty; inflated words that say nothing and have no Biblical substance.
2 Tim. 1:13-14 Retain the standard (pattern) of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. 
Luke 9:23 If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily and follow Me. 
2 Pet. 2:19 They promise freedom
2 Pet. 2:14 They go after unstable souls
2 Pet. 2:18 Those unstable souls barely escape from the ones who live in error
They prey upon those who are weak and the young in Christianity, those who have just come to know Jesus Christ. They want to bring them into parties, factions, sects and groups so as to cut them off and isolate them. 
Who is liable to follow a false teacher? A person who has a hunger for the things of God: a person who has a leaning toward religious things if not Christian things. They have that vacuum they are trying to fill with spiritual things and those false teachers fill it!
People are hungry for the Word of Truth!
Are YOU a man/woman of the Book!!
In their heresies you will see that they do not deal, in a Biblical way, with the issue of sin.
Jer. 6:13-14 …everyone is greedy for gain….everyone deals falsely
They have put a band aid on the wound of sin but not dealt with it. Why? It does not make you popular.
“Sinners in the hands of an angry God” by Jonathan Edwards
Savana Rolla – 15th century preacher in Italy 
Jer. 6:15 No shame of their sin. They didn’t even know how to blush
2 Tim. 4:1-3 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the Word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires.
** They indulge the flesh: 2 Pet. 2:2
2 Pet. 2:10, 13 They count it a pleasure to revel in the day time. 
2 Pet. 2:14 “Every woman that they look at they want to sleep with: they see them as a conquest.”
2Pet. 2:18 They appeal to the flesh, to the sensual – ANYTHING that elevates the flesh.
2 Pet. 2:19 
These false teachers do not deal with sin, indulge the flesh, and do NOT preach the cross.
Phil. 3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.
There is NO prosperity gospel in the Word of God. The life of the child of God is the life of the cross.
Phil. 3:18 The cross is DEATH TO SELF! I am dead to every fleshly desire
Phil. 4:11-13  “Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”
Mark 8:34-36 
Phil. 3:19 
“Others may, but I cannot”
Jude 4 
Liscentiousness: you’re going to heaven so you can live any way you want
*** They are given to greed 2 Pet. 2:3
2 Pet. 2:14-16 Their hearts are trained in greed
Balaam:
1. He was offered fees for divination and he WANTED them
Divination meant to prophesy for money
Mic. 3:11 
He had a heart problem: False prophets have a heart problem! Balaam WANTED those fees!!
Num. 22:6-7  Balaam should have immediately refused to curse the children of Israel. He knew that Israel had been blessed.
Num. 22:8 He wanted to get a different answer than what he knew to be true.
2. Balaam compromised the Word of God
God told him he could NOT curse the children of Israel
Balaam looks at the money, tells them to spend the night again, trying to get a different answer. Sometimes God tests us and allows us to be in a situation where we are either going to believe the Word of God and stand on it, or follow the way of Balaam.
Ps. 106:15 God gave them the desires of their heart (their request), but gave  leanness to their souls.
3. Balaam consorted with the enemies of God while prophesying the True Words of God
Sometimes a false teacher will speak the Word of God and yet not LIVE according to the Word of God. 
Num. 24:11 Balak says, “Therefore, flee to your place now. I said I would honor you greatly, but behold, the Lord has held you back from honor.”
4. He counseled co-habitation: He told the sons of Israel to go down to the camps of the Moabite women.  He seduced the children of God for his own greed.
Deut. 23:5 In his heart, he wanted to curse the Israelites, but he could not.
[bookmark: _GoBack]**** They despise authority: they despise the authority of the Word of God.


Would YOU be willing to stand for the Word of God even though it brought you reproach, disgrace, imprisonment, or threatened your life?
Do you KNOW enough of the Word of God to stand or are you in danger of being enticed by false teachers?

Where are they going to hear the truth? It’s GOT to come from you.

	
