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Are you prepared for the hardships which await you?
2 Tim. 3:12 All who live godly will suffer
I Pet. 4:12  Both “which comes upon you” and “as though some strange thing were happening to you” are both in the present tense. They will be a process, a habit of life.
I Pet. 4:11
Don’t be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
1. It comes because the Spirit of God rests upon you, therefore rejoice, and do not be ashamed.             I Pet. 4:12-16 
2. Because judgment begins at the house of God    I Pet. 4:17-5:4
Therefore entrust your souls to God.
Therefore, elders , shepherd your flock.
3. Because it is a humbling process necessary for exaltation, therefore submit. I Pet. 5:5-7
4. Because you have an adversary, therefore resist I Pet. 5:8-9
God never puts you to the test for the sake of flunking or destroying you. He will only put you to the test if He knows you can stand it. I Cor. 10:13 
I Pet. 4:12-16 
I Pet. 4:14 The world hates you because the Spirit of God rests on you.
John 15:15-19  Go and bear fruit!!
Jesus chose us out of the world, but He left us IN the world.
John 17:14-17 
John 15:18-20 Where do you stand with Him?
Ez.3:18-21 You are a watchman on the wall….
John 14:9  Have I been with you so long and you’ve not seen the Father?
How can we do the works that Jesus did? We have the Spirit of glory and of God resting on us.
I Pet. 4:11 If any man speaks, let him speak the utterances of God
John 15:20-22 When you step into the midst of the world, and you’re different, the world will hate you because you show them it is possible to live righteously, which exposes their sin.
John 15:23-25 
Troublesome meddler is someone that wants to rule everyone else’s life.
Matt. 5:22  Whoever says to his brother, “You good-for-nothing” shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, “You fool” shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. You’ve murdered because you’ve said that person was worthless, yet, they were made in the image of God.
John 15:26-27
John 16:33 In Me you may have peace
I John 5:4 Whatever is born of God overcomes the world
Acts 14:22 “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God”
I Pet. 4:22 The more you suffer, the more you ought to rejoice because the more you suffer, the greater your reward.
Acts 5:20, 38-39 If this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God.
Acts 5:41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.
Heb. 11:25-26 Moses, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.
 I Pet. 4:16-19 Judgment must begin at the house of God because God is a righteous judge. The fiery ordeal helps to get rid of all that is not Christ-like.
2 Tim. 1:8-12
Heb. 12:5-10 He disciplines us to make us more righteous
“Chasten”:paideia – child training, discipline 
Ez. 9:2-4 I cannot laugh at the sin, I must sigh and groan
Ez. 9:5-6 ….you shall start at My sanctuary
Zech. 13
Mal. 3: 1-3, 5 
When Jesus Christ comes, He is going to refine and purify 
I Pet. 5:1-4 Pastoring MUST be a call, NEVER for sordid gain
The elders are the older men, pastors, men who have proven themselves
When all these trials are going on, the people need a shepherd.
I Pet. 5:5-6 	
Phil. 2:5-9 
I Pet. 5:7 Casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.
Casting means to roll it over onto another
[bookmark: _GoBack]What concerns you, is of the utmost importance to Him.
Since all authority has been given to Jesus Christ, all authority has been given to you, therefore, you CAN resist.
Eph. 6:10-18 
I Pet. 5:9 You are not alone in your suffering.
I Pet. 5:10 
Perfect: put everything in order in your life
Strengthen: Suffering always strengthens your faith
Establish you: to put you on a firm foundation
I Pet. 5:11
Suffering, yes. But glory always follows suffering.
Don’t be surprised at the fiery ordeal. It’s coming! But after it all, there is glory and God will wipe away every tear. No more pain, no more death.
You are loved by the Father. Endure!
