2 Peter
Lesson 1
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The Truth About You
Type of Literature: Epistle

2 Peter 3:1-2 “Peter is writing to remind us…”
Peter is writing to remind us of:
a. These things  2 Pet. 1:12-13  These things are truths about them
b. Why: Because his home going was imminent  2 Pet. 1:14, he wants to leave them with a reminder
c. Why? Because false prophets are all around  2 Pet. 2:1
d. Why? He wants them to remember the words of the prophets, the Old Testament, and the words of the Lord Jesus Christ that came through the apostles, which is the New Testament. 2 Pet. 3:1-2
e. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why? There were scoffers denying His coming and because we need to hasten the day of His coming  2 Pet. 3:3-10
“Christ cannot come until the body of Jesus Christ is totally complete: until all the sheep have come into the fold.” When that last one comes, the process of the coming of Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords begins  
2 Pet. 3:11 Everything on the face of this earth that CAN be shaken, WILL be shaken and destroyed by fire. Only one thing will last forever: humanity. And humanity will eternally exist either in heaven or hell because we are eternal beings.
I need to give myself to the true knowledge of Him, not these things that can be shaken and will be burned up.
What gives me an abundant entrance into heaven? Living in the light of the True Knowledge of Christ.  2 Pet. 3:11-13
2 Pet. 3:14-18 
I Peter theme: Standing firm in the true grace of God, in the midst of suffering and trials
Contrast 2 Peter: He is saying remember the words of the Lord because of false prophets/teachers and scoffers that will come in. 2 Peter 2
Sensuality and Greed are two of the teachings that are prominent in the church today.
This is the time we are living in.
2 Tim.4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires..
The time is NOW
Because we do not have the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ hidden in our hearts, we have walked away, into society, ill equipped and the wisdom of the world has corrupted us and it has brought confusion and chaos.
“The Great Evangelical Disaster” by Francis Schaeffer 
In the midst of conflict and chaos there are three things that will never change:
1. The Truth About God  Heb. 13:8 God is immutable, Jesus Christ IS God, The Holy Spirit is God: Three in One. There is NOT a God of the Old Testament and a God of the New Testament. He is the same God.
2. The Word of God  Ps. 119:89  The true knowledge of God comes from His precious and magnificent promises 2 Pet. 1:4 I can stand in the midst of chaos, IN that sure and true knowledge of Jesus Christ. “What does God’s Word say?” Phil. 3:14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth: Thy Word IS Truth: Truth never alters Matt. 5:18 “For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” Heaven and earth will pass away, but not Truth.
3. The Truth about You:
Outline of 2 Peter:
2 Pet. 1:2-4 Who am I?
2 Pet. 1:5-9 What is my responsibility?
2 Pet. 1:10-11 What is my confidence?
2 Pet. 1:12-21 How do I know this is who I am and what my responsibility is?
2 Pet. 2:1-3:10 What do I need to be aware of?  False prophets and scoffers
2 Pet. 3:11-18  How do I need to live now?

The Truth about You:
2 Pet. 1:2-4 What is corrupting the world? The lust of men.
1. You are a partaker of the divine nature! God is divine and YOU have God! That happens when you get saved: the true grace of God  I Pet. 1 As a man thinks in his heart, so is he. Prov. 23:7  The image you have of yourself determines the level you live on! This is NOT the power of positive thinking. Think Biblically. 
2. I have escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust 2 Pet. 1:3-4 So you are no longer slaves to the flesh  Rom. 6:22
3. You HAVE everything already, that pertains to life and godliness 2 Pet. 1:3 “Has granted” is a perfect tense meaning: a past completed action that remains to be true. 
“Partakers of the divine nature”  2 Cor. 5:17  Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
2 Cor. 5:14-16 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.  When you look at Christ you don’t look at Him as a baby, but as the resurrected living Lord.
When you get saved, you die in Christ Jesus, and then God brings a whole new you out. That old you is dead. There is a brand new you that has His divine nature in you. You HAVE escaped the corruption…you HAVE everything that pertains to life and godliness.  This IS the truth about YOU.






