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The integral part trials play in the believer’s life
If you don’t know the fundamentals/basics of your faith how are you going to stand when the trials come?
I Pet. 1:1-2 
1. God the Father Chooses
2. Jesus the Son dies
3. God the Holy Spirit Sanctifies
How does this happen?
When I get saved, I am acknowledging that Jesus Christ is Lord: Lord, Savior and Master of my life, and I will obey Him.
When I am sprinkled with His blood, I am cleansed from my sins. I am forgiven of ALL my sins, past, present and future.
I am chosen, Grace, Grace, Grace. He drew me. He saved me. This is the grace of God.
This is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it. You can’t stand firm in something that you don’t understand.
When I step into this “so great a salvation” grace and peace become mine.
I Pet. 1:3-5 Our salvation is complete and secure.
Rom 5:1 Justified: to be declared righteous; to be put into right standing with God. I am justified by faith. God performs the justification. We believe; that is the man-ward aspect. Since I am justified I have peace with God through my Lord Jesus Christ. I am no longer an enemy of God, but an enemy of the world.
Rom. 5:1-2 “Have peace” present tense: we keep on having peace with God.
Stand in this grace: perfect tense. A past completed action with a continuing result. Everything and anything I will ever need has been supplied for me in Jesus Christ
I Cor. 15:9-10 By the grace of God I am what I am: a sanctified, made holy child of God. “I am totally and completely His.”
I Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. GOD CAUSED US TO BE BORN AGAIN!
The moment I chose God, I found out that it was God that chose ME to be born again to a living hope. I know because God chose me, He will complete that which He began and heaven is a guarantee! 
Can I live like the devil in between salvation and heaven? No. God keeps me and fulfills that which He began.
I Pet. 1:3 That living hope is through Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
I Cor. 15:14   If Jesus had not been raised from the dead, our faith would be in vain
Rom. 4:25 Jesus was raised again for our justification
Because He was raised, heaven is guaranteed.
I Pet. 1:3-4  Our inheritance is imperishable, undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven
Nothing can happen to this inheritance that can cause you not to get it!
I Pet. 1:5 You who? You who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Three tenses of salvation:
Past: I have been saved from the penalty and dominion of sin  Rom 6:23; 8:36
I was set free from all I was in my sin
Present: I am being saved from the power of sin. It is the Holy Spirit now that executes my salvation. It is a moment by moment process of sanctification.
It is a continuous action. Choosing to do what the Spirit tells me to do, walking by the Spirit, not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh. I Pet. 1:5 I am habitually being protected from the power of sin. By choosing to believe God, I appropriate that power.
Future: This will happen at one point in time when I get my glorified body. My soul, spirit and body
Phil. 1:6 God began a good work when He saved, me. He will complete that salvation.
The day of Jesus Christ is when we see Him face to face
Tit. 1:1-2 Faith of those chosen of God….God, who cannot lie, promised eternal life.
Heb.13:5 “I will never desert you. Nor will I ever forsake you.”
Heb. 13:6 “The Lord is my helper. I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?”
Roman 8:31  If God is for us, who can be against us?
I Pet. 1:6 In this: this last time that brings you a complete salvation: you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials…
[bookmark: _GoBack]I Pet. 1:1-6, Tit. 1:1-2; Phil. 1:6: Christians greeted one another with the blessed assurance of their salvation.
How do I know I am going to heaven? I live a life that is different than I ever lived before. As I live it, you see the fact that I believe in Jesus Christ, and I have submitted to His Lordship because I not only hear His word; I do it.
Trials:
1. Trials have a purpose
2. Trials bear fruit
The trial of my faith proves the reality of my faith. Faith is not faith unless it is tested.
How do you know your faith is genuine? You see the reality of what you profess with your lips, as you go through trials.
3. Every Trial has a beginning and an end
I Pet. 1:6-8 “Greatly rejoice” is in the present tense: you can keep on rejoicing!! The trial doesn’t come to destroy you but to refine you and to prove the reality of your faith.
Your faith is much more precious than gold. Gold will perish but your faith will never perish.
How do you make it through these trials?
In every Trial:	
1. Thank God because when you look at that trial, you need to look to the end effect of that trial; I am more like Christ
2. Ask God to stamp eternity on your eyes 2 Cor. 4:16-17  Every trial is temporal
Job  In this book, we see the proof of his faith: Job 13:15 “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” Satan knew Job’s faith was real because as he went through the trials, he clung to God.
Dan.3:16-20  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego: “Our God is able to deliver but if He does not….we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
Paul, George Whitfield, John Wesley, Martin Luther, etc…..

There comes a day when we have a trial that proves our faith.
Trials are a part of our salvation: they prove our salvation, to others and to ourselves. If you do NOT endure during the trials, you better doubt your salvation.


