Jude
Lesson 1
Kay Arthur

“In becoming tolerant of the individual, we have threatened the health of the body of Jesus Christ. We have threatened the well fair, the good, the well fair of the whole, the community, the family and the church because we have so glorified the individual. We have forgotten that the body of believers is a community that belongs to the head, Jesus Christ.”
We have become indifferent to the truth.
So what’s the Answer: The book of Jude
Jude was written, not to merely warn us of these men who have brought in these destructive heresies and ungodly lifestyles, but it was written to call believers into action in response to these ungodly people.
Jude 1-3 Contend earnestly for the faith: Take action!
Why?
Jude 4 Certain persons have crept in unnoticed
Because they are INSIDE the church, associating with you in your love feasts, they are dangerous!
We are living in a time of tolerance: “whatever you want to believe, it’s perfectly all right.” It is the number one virtue in our society today.
IF we stand for absolute truth, we will be deemed intolerant, bigots and punished.
The Ungodly:
Jude 
1. They turn the grace of God into licentiousness vs. 4
2. They deny our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ  vs. 4
3. They defile the flesh   vs. 8
4. They reject authority  vs. 8
5.  They revile angelic majesties  vs. 8
6. They revile things they don’t understand   vs. 10
7. They run on instinct (animals don’t reason, they just act)  vs. 10
8. They are without fear in the presence of true believers  vs. 12
9. They care for themselves: focus is on self, instead of God and your neighbor
10. They are twice dead  vs.12     Eph. 2:1; Rev. 20:11-14; 21:7-8
11. They do ungodly deeds in ungodly way  vs. 15
12. They speak harsh things against God and Jesus Christ   vs. 15
13. They follow their own ungodly lusts vs. 16 &18
14. They are mockers  vs. 18
15. They cause divisions (in the church) vs. 19
16. They are worldly minded  vs. 19
17. They are devoid of the Spirit  vs. 19

(There used to be introductory lessons/DVD’s. She is referencing that)
Christianity is NOT a western religion it began in the east! We can be fitted into the Corinthian church today.
Jude is under the direction of the Holy Spirit, warning them, giving them a description of the ungodly, but also giving them actions to do in order to contend for the faith.
Gnosticism: matter is evil, separates the spirit from the body
Asceticism: withdrawing from the world, like a monk.
Libertine Gnosticism: the world is corrupt, matter is evil; I can separate my spirit from my body and live in a sense, in two dimensions/worlds.
So the Libertine Gnosticism could turn the grace of God into licentiousness: moral anarchy. I can do anything I want. I determine what is good and what is evil.
Jude wrote against the Libertine Gnosticism.
They denied God’s revelation in Jesus Christ, so they could deny Him.
“The way you get to heaven is through superior knowledge. “ They taught another gospel. They taught that Jesus Christ was like a phantom, not a real body.
“Defiled the flesh”  Only the pneuma, the spirit, would reach heaven
Eph. 1:13-14  My body will be redeemed
2 Cor. 5:2-4  
I Cor. 15:53-55  This mortal will put on immortality
The resurrection of the dead is the resurrection of this body.
They had no problem with defiling the flesh because it wasn’t going to heaven anyway.
Antinomians: against/ instead of the law   They have this “superior” knowledge so they could reject authority
They reviled things they did not understand because they said faith and deeds had no significance in salvation.
They are devoid of the Spirit. The Gnostics spoke of the spirit and claimed to be spiritual. 
How many in the church today, think they are “spiritual” but are actually twice dead and headed for condemnation?
The other group in the church are people that cause divisions, doubting, torn back and forth by the divisions these ungodly bring about.
There are three groups of people:
1. Recipients of the letter: Called, beloved and kept. 
2. Ungodly: cause divisions
3. Responsibility of those who are called, beloved and kept to deal with those that are doubting, soiling their garments and headed to the fire. Those that are either not yet saved, or in danger of being whipped by these people.
Jude grew up in the presence of godliness; in the presence of God in the flesh! Jude was the half-brother of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jude was not saved until AFTER the resurrection.
Jude describes himself as a bond servant of Jesus Christ. A bond servant was given their freedom, but gave himself willingly to his master for life. An awl, a great gaping hole, was put into his ear as a symbol of the greatness of his master.
James: the author of James, the head of the church in Jerusalem. Gal. 1, Acts
James was the half-brother of Jesus Christ
Matt. 1:24-25 Mary was kept a virgin until she gave birth to Christ
Mark 6:3  Mary and Joseph had children; she did NOT remain a perpetual virgin
Matt. 13:54-58 
John 7:2-5 Not even His brothers were believers
Acts 1:14 
Matt. 12:46-50 
If you’re going to do the will of your Father, you are going to contend for the faith.
Jude 
1. Earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints, NOT the select few, the agnostics vs. 3
2. Remember the words spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ   (they were living during the time of the apostles) vs. 17
God gives the revelation to Jesus Christ, Jesus gives it to the twelve, the twelve give it to the church: common property. 
3. Keep themselves in the love of God  vs. 21
4. Rescue those influenced by the ungodly vs. 22-23
Vs. 1-2  Jude introduces himself
Vs. 3-4 Purpose for writing and what provoked it
Vs. 5- 7 Jude takes them back to the Old Testament for support about the fact that among those who profess to be believers, there are ungodly people. Everyone that names the name of Jesus Christ is not necessarily part of the body of Jesus Christ.
You will spot them by their doctrine and their behavior.
Are YOU contending for the faith?

Marcion and the Gnostics denied the Old Testament. They said the Old Testament was not even relevant: they allegorized it.
So Jude gives a truth and an Old Testament example and prophecy, disproving the Gnostics.
Jude’s reason for writing:
Marcion even took out Old Testament quotes.
Vs. 8 Ungodly described
Vs. 9 Old Testament illustration
Vs. 10 Ungodly
Vs. 11 Old Testament illustration
Vs. 12-16 Ungodly 
Vs. 14-15 Ungodly were prophesied about by Enoch
Vs. 17-19 Remember the words of the apostles
Vs. 20-23 Instructions to the recipients, about what to do about the doubters
Vs. 24-25 Assurance that is theirs as genuine believers
God is able to keep them from stumbling and to make them stand in the presence of His glory, blameless with great joy.
Jude separates the godly from the ungodly and describes their destination.
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