I John
Lesson 4
Kay Arthur

I John says I am to live in:
1. Obedience: God’s commands 2:3-6
2. Love: For my brothers  2:7-11
           Not for the world  2:15-17
3. Truth: About Jesus Christ 2:18-29
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Three tests for true Christianity in I John:
Moral test: If I am truly a Christian I will have a moral standard
Social test: True Christianity puts me in a proper perspective with mankind
Doctrinal test: The right truth about Jesus Christ: He is The Christ, The Promised One, the Son of God…….

Obedience: I John 2:3-6  The truth is in me IF I walk in obedience to His commandments. If I walk as Jesus walked.
I am saved by Grace: Eph. 2:8-9  Grace is the unmerited favor of God on our behalf. Jesus’ righteousness given to me. “Grace is NOT a license to sin but rather an enablement to live righteously.”  IF I walk in obedience to His commands, I cannot live any way I want to.
Jude 3-4 
Matt. 5:17-20 Grace does not do away with the Law.
Ez. 36:26-27 I put My Spirit in you
John 14:31 I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.
I John 2:5 Love obeys.
John 14:23 If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word.
The commandments are not just the ten, but the whole Word of God.
John 15:10 Love and obedience are synonymous.
How do I know that I am saved? I keep His commandments. If I don’t, I am lost.
If I am walking in a sin, and start questioning my salvation, that is a GOOD thing.
Love: 1. My brothers: 
Who is my brother?
Mark 12:31 Who is my neighbor? Mankind, my fellow human being.
Lev. 19:18 You shall love your neighbor as yourself
I John 2:7-8  Old commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. It becomes a new commandment when Jesus steps onto the scene, because He hung on the cross for ALL the sins of the world and He looked at mankind and asked for their forgiveness because they did not know what they were doing. He SO loved.
I John 4   God is love
I John 2:9-11 If you do not love your brothers, you are not born again.
2. Do NOT love the world
I John 2:15-17 The will of God is that you walk in His commandments, love one another and don’t love the world.
John 3:16  God so loved the “kosmos”, the people of the world.
“Kosmos”: 1. used of the earth, the human race, humanity. Also used of human affairs that are opposed to God and alienated from God. 2.  Also used of temporal possessions. 3. Temporal mode, fashion or form of life
Matt. 16:26  World is used here for the temporal possession
I Cor. 7:31 
“schema”: the fashion, figure, shape.
A “good life” is prominence, recognition wherever you go, etc. 
Christianity is a whole manner of life.
If the love of the world is in you, then the love of the Father is NOT in you.
John 17:11 “they themselves are in the world” (kosmos)…
John 17:14 We are not part of this world’s destiny, yet we live in the midst of it. Their philosophy, language, etc.
What am I to do?
What is worldliness? 
1. Am I to renounce all worldly comforts?  I Tim. 6:16-17 God gives me all things to enjoy. But Jesus is in me, so I can’t enjoy anything that does not please Him.
2. Am I to isolate myself from sinners? Acts 1:8; Matt. 9:10-12. Jesus came to call sinners to repentance, so He had to be among them.
3. Am I to not possess or have things? Live in abject poverty? Phil. 4:11-12 
4. Am I to keep my mind from knowing things other than God’s word?        Acts 17:22-28  Paul was familiar with other writings
5. Am I to live by a code of “do’s” and “don’ts”?  Col. 2:20-23 “Do’s” and “Don’ts” will never keep your flesh under control.
Do not “agape” the world. Do not love the world unconditionally.  You have to sift out of the world what is pleasing and what is not pleasing to God.
Worldliness is:
1. The lust of the flesh,” Sensualism” , being dominated by your senses.
2. The Lust of the eyes: materialism  Matt. 6:22  Your eye is the lamp of the whole body
3. The Pride of Life: egotism; Me, wanting to be elevated, prominent. 
Heb. 11:24-26
2 Pet. 2:18-19  
Phil 3:19 …whose god is their belly (appetite)
Worldliness is a matter of motive, values and attitudes. Look at your heart.
It is not external, it is a matter of the heart.
We must live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.
