Revelation Part 4
Lesson 4
Kay Arthur

If the spirit of antichrist is already here, what will it be like when THE Antichrist comes?
I John 2:18 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
Antichrist:  One who opposes Christ or, he is instead of Christ.
There is one coming who will embody all of these spirits of antichrist. He is the personification of them all.
Things you should know about The Christ:
Matt. 16:16  Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

1. Matt. 22:41-42  The Son of David; so He was to rule over Israel and Israel and the Christ would rule over the world
2. John 7:31 He would perform signs
3. Luke 24:46 He would suffer and rise from the dead on the 3rd day
4. John 12:34 He would remain forever
So, because Christ was an individual, the one that comes INSTEAD of Him and OPPOSES Him, must be an individual, NOT a system.
Remember what started in Genesis will come to an end in Revelation.
Broad overview of history:
God calls one man, Abraham, and God will make of him a new nation and through him all the world will be blessed. God preached the gospel to Abraham (Gen. 15)
Abraham had a son, Isaac, then Isaac had a son, Jacob (Israel) and Jacob had 12 sons, the 12 tribes of Israel…..
In 1875 BC Israel went down to Egypt and ended up being slaves for 400 years.
In 1445 BC Israel came out of Egypt. 
Egypt ruled over Israel for 400 years. (Gen. 15:13) 
30 years were NOT in slavery.
Israel was in the Promised Land with Saul as king, then David, then Solomon.
In Solomon’s day the Temple was built.
In 931 B.C. the kingdom was split.
In 722 BC Assyria took captive the Northern kingdom of Israel.
In 605 BC the Southern kingdom, Judah, is conquered, in part, by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. That is in the days of Daniel.
In 597 BC he makes another invasion.
In 586 BC Babylon destroys Jerusalem and the Temple and the people go into captivity.
In 539 BC, Babylon is captured by the Medes and the Persians, so now the Medes and the Persians are ruling over Israel.
In 323 BC, Greece, Alexander the Great, becomes the dominant power over the Israelites.
From 323 – 165 BC, you have the Grecian Empire. Alexander the Great dies at age 33 and the kingdom is divided between 4 generals. Two of those generals become significant in the life of Israel. The king of the North, Syria, the Seleucids, which are in Daniel 11.
The kings of the South are the Ptolemy’s, which is Egypt, but both are under the Grecian Empire.
In 165 BC you have the Maccabean Revolt against the King of the North, named Antiochus Epiphanes. He sets up the statue of Zeus in the Holy of Holies of the Temple and offers a pig on the altar, desecrating the Temple. The family of Judas Maccabeus revolts and liberates the people. 
In 63 BC, a new power becomes the dominate figure: Rome. Pompey, a Roman general, conquers Israel and THEY are the ones ruling during the birth and death of Christ. 
In 70 A.D. they destroy the Temple.
Rome is ruling during the time John is writing Revelation.
In the days of Nebuchadnezzar, 605 BC, Daniel was taken back to the land of Babylon.
Dan. 2:36-44 
Nebuchadnezzar has a dream of a statue in the form of a man:
Head of Gold: Lion    Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
Chest of Silver: Bear Medes and the Persians
Belly of Bronze: Leopard  Greece
Legs and a trunk of Iron: Beast  Rome
The two legs of the statue come down and you see two feet with 10 toes.
Toes of Iron/Clay: Divided kingdom, some strong and some brittle
A stone, cut without hands, hits the toes and the statue crumbles. Then the stone becomes a mountain that rules over the whole world.
Dan. 2:44  In the days of those KINGS: No longer talking about toes, but KINGS.
Dan. 2:44-45 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to ALL these kingdoms, but it will ITSELF endure forever. ….so the dream is TRUE and its interpretation is trustworthy.
Egypt ruled over Israel. Assyria ruled over Israel. But, from that time on there are going to be four major kingdoms, and then the Christ will come.
In the days of the 10 toes, God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will last forever. There will never be any more kingdoms. So from 605 BC to the coming of the Lord there are going to be 4 kingdoms and NO MORE, in respect to Israel.
Daniel was written at the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign and we can look back in history and see everything EXCEPT the ten toes.
Rev. 19 
If we simply take the Bible literally, we have seen everything come to pass EXCEPT the 10 toes. Now, we wait….and watch.
Overview of Revelation:
Rev. 1:3 YOUR blessing!!
Rev. 1:4-6
Remember the antichrist is also called the one who is and who was and who is to come…
If Jesus is the Faithful Witness, He will give me Truth, not error.
Rev. 1:7 BEHOLD,  He is coming with the clouds and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. 
John lays down Who Christ is right at the beginning. The TRUE Christ, but then he shows you antichrist: the false.
Message to the churches:
1. Repent: or I am going to come
Rev. 2:5,25; 3:3, 11  Hold fast, I am coming
2. Deeds: Your deeds are to be good deeds
3. Blessed is he who overcomes
Rev. 4:1 Come up here and I will show you what must take place AFTER these things.
Rev. 2-3 is the message to the churches.
Rev. 4 begins a new segment.
Rev. 5:5-6 a Lamb standing as if slain: He has a wound that shows He has been sacrificed.
This Lamb, breaks the first seal….
       Seals		Trumpets  		  Bowls
1,2,3,4,5,6,7         1,2,3,4,5,6,7            1,2,3,4,5,6,7  Wrath of God finished

2nd Coming The Christ comes to reign
Beast and False Prophet are cast into the Lake of Fire forever and ever
Rev. 11 is the first time the Beast is mentioned.
Rev. 6:1-2  The rider is given a victor’s crown and he goes out conquering and to conquer. (The beast?)
Aorist, indicative passive verb: this is something that he had nothing to do with, but it was allowed or bestowed upon him.
Crown – stephanos: victor’s crown, some kind of an award
Diadem: one that a ruler wears
Revelation 6 one is going forth conquering and to conquer. He is allowed to do it. In this first seal you have some sort of a world power, or man with a goal to conquer.
Rev. 9:13-21
Rev. 10:7 but in the days of the 7th angel when he is about to sound: A preview of the 7th trumpet. The mystery of God is finished
Rev. 11:1-2 
Rev. 11:3-7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss, will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.
All of a sudden we are told about a beast that comes up out of the abyss.
The abyss is only talked about in two other places in Scripture.
Romans 10:6-7 But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ  down), or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).”     The abyss is an abode of the dead
Luke 8:31 They (speaking to “Legion” or many demons) were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the abyss. 
 It is a place of the spirits/demons
Rev. 9:1 ..the key of the bottomless pit was given to him (the 5th angel)
An angel has the key to the bottomless pit = abyss
Rev. 11:7  The beast that comes up out of the abyss
Rev. 17:8 “The beast that you saw was, and is not and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to destruction….”
Rev. 20:1,3 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. (3) and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.
The dragon is cast into the abyss/bottomless pit
Rev. 13:3-4  I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?”
The beast is pictured as someone who has come up out of the abyss; one who came from the dead.
The beast is part of the federation of the 10 toes. He is part of that kingdom.
Why is he so different? He is ABLE to kill those 2 witnesses.
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He appears on the scene after the seal is broken.
Stay tuned!!!  
Ponder!!!
Remember your history!
Remember 4 kingdoms and THEN, the stone comes.
The beast HAS to come from those 4 kingdoms.


