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How are you going to recognize the false? The Anti-Christs?
I John 2:18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.
When John is writing this epistle, the disciples had been warning the people that Anti-Christ was coming. Down through the ages they have known that one, singular antichrist was coming that would arise from among all the rest.
Antichristos:  Anti: that which is against, opposed to or instead/in place of.
                        Christos: anointed one of God.
They are “instead of” the anointed one of God.
I John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.
“They” are antichrists. 
You should expect to find AntiChrist’s from AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE!!
I John 2:20-21 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.
NO LIE IS OF THE TRUTH
“Hank Hanegraaff -  Christian Research Institute: Christianity in Crisis”
“They follow signs of people falling down……signs? Wonders?”
I John 2:22-24 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also. As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.
(abide:3306 – meno: not to depart, not to leave, to continue to be present. To maintain unbroken fellowship with one, adhere to his party, to be constantly present to help one, of the Holy Spirit.) Strong’s Concordance 
In the beginning we gave you that truth. HOLD ON TO IT.

I John 2:25-27 This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life. These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.
That eternal life is only for those who abide.
You have the witness of the Holy Spirit inside. Remember, they didn’t have the Scripture, the Word of God, at the time John is writing.
I John 2:19 There will be some, among the Christians, that are not of us: they will go out from among us because they were never a part of us. “Anti-Christs”.
The reason they departed was so you could see they were false.
Jude 3-4 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation,(Rom. 8:1)  ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
Licentiousness is moral anarchy: Wrong teaching.
John 10:4-5 “When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.
I John 2:28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.
John is the only one who uses the term “Anti-Christ”.
I John 4:1 “ Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many FALSE prophets  have gone out into the world.”
I John 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.
I John 4:3-5 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them.
There is a great number of people in this world that wear the label “Christian” that are NOT Christian.
I John 4:6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
An antichrist is an opposer of Christ; one who usurps the place of Christ. He is “instead of” Christ.
2 John 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 
You will be able to recognize them in two ways:
1. They are going to deny the deity of Christ: Christ is God.
2. They are going to deny the humanity of Christ.   Ex. Christian Scientists
Many antichrists, but One Singular One is coming.
False Christs: pseudochristou: pretended Messiah
Claim to be THE Christ.
Matt. 24:4-5, 11 And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many…Many FALSE prophets will arise and will mislead many.”
Matt. 24:23-24 “Then is anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not believe him. For FALSE Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”
Problem is that many people believe only CHRIST can do signs and wonders.
Man of Lawlessness embodies BOTH False Christs and the Anti-Christ.
2 Thess. 2:3-4 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god…
He goes into the Holy of Holies and declares himself God: he is the embodiment of all others before him.
2 Thess. 2:8-10 Then the lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming, that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and FALSE wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.
Wickedness is deceiving.
They perish because they did not love the truth so as to be saved.
Who is the Truth: Jesus  (John 14:6)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matt. 16:13-17 …”Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”
“Son of Man”???
Dan. 7:13-14 “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”
Ancient of Days is God the Father  (Rev. 1:8)
Matt. 16:18 “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church: and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”
Rock Peter: petros: a stone or a boulder. Peter, one of the 12 apostles
And upon this rock: petra: 
What Rock? The fact that Jesus is the Son of the Living God.
The Anti-Christ and the True Christ, both, wear a diadem.
“stephanos”: not used of the crown of a king. It is used of a victor’s crown. It could be a crown/wreath, that is given for some civil, nuptial, military crown or award.
“diadem”: dia –  around             deo – to bind 
To bind around: used of a piece of silk or linen that is bound around the head and tied as a symbol of royal dignity.
Rev. 12:3  A great red dragon having 7 heads, 10 horns, 7 diadems on his heads 
7 heads have 7 kingly crowns
Dragon is Satan.
Rev. 12:9 Dragon, Satan, devil, serpent…thrown down to the earth
Rev. 13:1 10 horns and 7 heads
Rev. 13:2  The dragon gave him his power and authority. Those crowns came from Satan. These people worshiped this beast.
Rev. 13:5, 7 The one that is wearing this diadem has authority over every people, tribe, nation and tongue.
Rev. 13:8 Only those whose name has NOT been written, worship him.
Some are in there who do not bow the knee: they die.
Rev. 19:11-15 The True Christ wears a diadem also.
He smites the nations that are ruled by the beast.
A. There has been a battle through the ages for worshippers:
a. Individuals:                                                                                                           Gen. 3:5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”                Antichrist:  “You can be your own god.”
Eph. 2:1-2 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.” 
b. Religious leaders: He desires to have religious leaders worship him. He even penetrated the ranks of Judaism! 
John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
c. Rulers of nations
Ez. 28:1-2 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, “Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Because your heart is lifted up and you have said, I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods in the heart of the seas; yet you are a man and not God, although you make your heart like the heart of God.”
Earthly ruler of nations
Why did the early Christians die? They had to say Caesar is Lord and they could not say it.  
Ez. 28:11-16 Again the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “You had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering; the ruby…..On the day that you were created they were prepared. You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you. By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence and you sinned; therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.”
Now He speaks to Satan. Heavenly being who gives his power to an earthly ruler.
Is. 14:4, 12-14 Lamentation to Babylon, not Tyre this time.
“I will make myself like the most high”: Picture of Satan and his fall.
Is.14 He weakens the Babylon
Ez. He weakens Tyre
d. Nations
Ps. 2:1-3 Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, “Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away their cords from us!”
B. To destroy one nation in particular, Israel, because the male child that comes to rule the nations comes from her.
Rev. 12:5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron….
Rev. 12:13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child.
The dragon is opposed to that child
There is a contest in YOUR life: who will YOU worship? Who will be king in YOUR life? You may fail to let Him be Lord at times, but it will only be at times. He will be KING in your life.
That nation, Israel, has been angelically inspired.
Dan. 10:1, 12-13 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar; and the message was TRUE and one of great conflict, but he understood the message and had an understanding of the vision.
Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this, and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia.” 
Michael, Chief Prince, watches over Israel. 
Angelic beings, that belong to Satan, are behind these kings and they are behind the conflict of people trying to understand God’s truth.
There is a price to understand the Word of God.
Dan. 10:14 “ Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days yet future.”
From Daniel 10 all the way through Daniel 12, Daniel is shown anti-Christ.
We need to know, understand and warn people about this one, single Anti-Christ.
Forerunner of THE Anti-Christ is Antiochus Epiphanes
Dan. 11:32b But the people who know their God will display strength and take action.
Dan. 12:3 Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.
