Revelation Part 4
Lesson 2
Kay Arthur

Are we standing on the brink of events about to come? Are they past? Are they happening right now????? Or none of the above?
The way that you interpret Scripture will determine what you believe about the book of Revelation.
Rules on interpretation:
Always interpret Scripture in its normal, literary sense. Why?
The Bible is a book given by God through man, to man.
						Book (66 Books)
Normal			Given by God		Through 		To Man
  Literary			Inspired		               Man              For Teaching
      Sense                             2Tim. 3:16		  2 Pet. 1:20-21                 Reproof    
“inspired”                                                                                                         Correction
Theopneustos: God breathed                                                                      Instruction
                                                   						         Training in
										      righteousness													
2 Tim. 3:16-17   All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
2 Pet. 1:19-21  So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
When men wrote these 66 books, they were literally moved by God to write.
Men wrote as they were moved by the Spirit of God.
Why was it given to man?
Profitable for teaching or doctrine: doctrine is what I am going to believe; it is a teaching I am going to embrace, it is something I am going to say is true or is not true; it is facts; it is a belief system.
2 Pet. 3:16 ….the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.
They want to take away the foundation of doctrine.
But if you’re digging into the Word of God ON YOUR OWN, you are building a doctrinal foundation which will hold you in the days to come.
Doctrine is practical because the way I believe is the way I am going to behave.
Profitable for reproof: reproof shows us where we are wrong; where we are off base. Be willing to let go of anything that does not measure up to the Word of God.
Example: The length of the Great Tribulation. (7 years???)
Profitable for correction: to take what’s wrong and make it right.
Profitable for training or instruction in righteousness: Me not living according to what I THINK is right, but me living according to what God SAYS is right.
When I live according to the absolutes of God’s Word I am doing what God says is right. He gives me training in righteousness.
Luke 24:17
Luke 24:25 and He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!”
Luke 24:26 “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”
Luke 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself  in all the Scriptures.
Luke 24:32  They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining  the Scriptures to us?”
John 17:17 “Sanctify them in the truth: your word is truth.”
Sanctify means to set apart: Set them apart in the Truth!
Matt. 5:17 “Do not think I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets: I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.”
1. It is NOT going to be altered
2. It will all be accomplished
All the OT prophecies about His coming to die and His coming again WILL be fulfilled.
Matt. 5:18 “For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, (Rev. 21), not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Is it accomplished physically? Spiritually? Literally? 
Our responsibility is NOT to interpret HOW it will be accomplished, but our responsibility is to know the Word inside and out and to WAIT for it to be accomplished.
Don’t FORCE the Scripture into history or events.
When it is accomplished: You will know it.
Rules for interpretation:
1. Always consider the type of literature you are reading :
· Historical (God made the heavens and the earth)
· Poetical  (Psalms)
· Proverbial (Proverbs; wise sayings)
· Prophetical 
· Biographical
· Letter or Epistles (instructional)
Prophetical: 
Is a Word from God
A word regarding what is coming
Is. 44:6-7 “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his redeemer. The LORD of hosts; I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me.  Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it. Yes, let him recount it to Me in order. From the time that I established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are coming. And the events that are going to take place.”
Is. 44:8 “Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have I not long since announced it to you and declared?....”
Is. 45:11 Thus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker: “Ask me about the things to come concerning My sons, and you shall commit to me the work of My hands.”
Is 45:19  “I have not spoken in secret, in some dark land. “
It is not for a select few. It is for the common man to understand and to know. It is not a secret.
The Bible is NOT a mystical book with a hidden meaning that only an elite group would understand. If it were, it would violate the principle and purpose of Scripture. 
2. Interpret it accordingly, recognize figures of speech. 
If he uses a metaphor, or parable, etc.
If he is pointing to a future event, I have to wait for it to happen.
Honor the laws of language. Honor the fact that it was written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.
Honor the structure: the verb tenses. He is writing through man’s tongue. He did not write this through a “supernatural language”.


3. Let Scripture interpret Scripture.
Remember that you need to know the whole counsel of Scripture.
Remember also it is a progressive revelation, therefore when you read something and don’t understand it you must wait until the Holy Spirit shows you what it means.
John 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth: for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.”
I Cor. 2:9-16
The mind of Christ will never violate the clear teaching of the Word.
4. Don’t adopt a systematic theology and hold to it no matter what.
Calvinistic, Dispensationalism, Reformation….
5. Don’t force the Word into history, rather let history fulfill the Word.
The Word of God will be literally in God’s time, in God’s way; just as He says.
6. Never forget: The Bible is pure truth, given by God, preserved by God, and has no errors. (inerrant)  Therefore you must accept it as it is.

Four basic schools of interpretation of Revelation:
1. Preterism: Prophecy has already been fulfilled in the generation of Christ’s ministry. But they don’t know what to do with Revelation 20-22.  They say Matthew 24 has already been fulfilled. They say Revelation was written before 70 A.D. and God is through with Israel. They cannot then follow the principles of the rules of Scripture. 
Rev. 1-3   The Church
Rev. 5-11 The Church’s victory over the Synagogue; Judaism
Rev. 12-19 The Church’s victory over pagan Rome
Rev. 20-22 The Church’s happiness and glory as a consequence
Mild, Moderate and Extreme:  Everything in the OT that was predicted had to be fulfilled by 70 A.D. 
2. Historicism: It is NOW being fulfilled. The events that happened to the world start at St. John’s time ( on the Isle of Patmos) and goes right on through and we are in the Tribulation Period right now. They can’t literally interpret Scripture. So they have to interpret it at 1,260 years. The only problem is that they have run out of time, so they have to keep moving the date for when all that starts. They correlate the events of Revelation with events occurring in this present age.
3. Futurism: They see the book of Revelation FUTURE to the present Church Age. It has not yet been fulfilled. From Revelation 4 on, has not been fulfilled because you have not SEEN a literal 1/3 of the earth burned up, 1/3 of the seas turned into bitterness, water you can’t drink, a literal Anti-Christ ruling, etc..
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Idealism: A timeless view. There is no specific timing so you ignore the 1,260 days, time, times and ½ a time, the 1,000 years of ruling, etc. It just shows you that God is Sovereign.
Preterism says the theme of Revelation is Revelation 1:7: He is coming with the clouds….but they say that is NOT the 2nd coming of Christ but it is the coming of Christ in judgment upon Israel in order to make the Church the New Kingdom. Is that a literal interpretation?  No.
They say: “The Great Tribulation took place in the fall of Israel. It will not be repeated and thus it is not a future event. The Great Apostasy happened in the 1st Century.”
2 Thess. 2:1-4  tells us the Great Apostasy must occur before the Day of The Lord comes and you will know that The Day of the Lord is here because before the Day of the Lord comes, the Man of Lawlessness has to stand in the Holy Place and declare himself to be God. You would have to throw all of that away.
They go on to say that the Anti-Christ is a term used by John to describe the wide spread apostasy of the Christian Church prior to the fall of Jerusalem. In general, any apostate teacher or system can be called Anti-Christ. But the word does not refer to some “future fuhrer” .
Know this:
You will have to come to the Word of God, from its literal, natural, normal sense in order to understand and interpret it ACCURATELY. 

