Revelation Part 4
Lesson 1
Kay Arthur

The day Jesus left, He promised He would return.
He may come before we finish!!!
Rev. 1:1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ
“shortly”: en tachei – It can mean shortly that the time is near, or soon or suddenly and swiftly. As we look at it in all the context of Scripture, we can say that it is soon. His literal coming is SOON!!
Once these things start to happen, we are going to see them come rapidly, in succession. 
What is it an absolute about: Things that will shortly take place.
God gave to Jesus; Jesus gave it to an angel; the angel gave it to John and John wrote it in a book and sent it to His bondservants. Those bondservants down through the years, are the church.
Rev. 1:2  John is bearing witness to the Word of God, the testimony of Jesus Christ. John SAW it. It is absolutely true. Jesus cannot lie for He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
Rev. 22:6 These words are faithful and true 
Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord God does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants, the prophets.
Rev. 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.
This prophecy must change the way we live, because we have studied it.
“near” : engys- the time is close.
Rev. 1:7   Behold He is coming with the clouds and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.
The things that come before, are your sign posts for the things that come after.
“The Blessed Hope” is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
If you live in the expectancy of His coming, then whenever you see Him face to face, you will not be disappointed, even if He does not come in your lifetime.
What does the hope of His coming do to me?
If you live as if He is NOT coming, and He comes in your lifetime you will be shocked and sorry. You are going to be miserable when you die and see Him face to face because of the effect that absolute had on your life.
The coming of Jesus Christ is:
1. An encouraging hope: This is how the early church lived, as if He might come at any time. “Hold Fast” is always connected with His coming. You see the sense of immanency. He could come at any time/moment. 
Do we have to see the seals, trumpets, bowls, 2 witnesses, the 144,000 Jews sealed before He comes?
The catching up of the saints is called the Rapture.
When does The Rapture happen? Before? During? After? How do we know?
He is coming and when He comes He WILL REIGN as King of kings and Lord of lords. So, be encouraged.
I Cor. 15:51-58 Behold I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
I Thess. 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise fist. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words.
2. A purifying hope: 
I John 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us that we should be called the children of God and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us because it did not know Him.
The world doesn’t know you, it looks down on you and it wants to get rid of you.
(These were the laws in 1994!!!) They are going to condemn you NOT for your actions but for your THINKING!!!
Our hope? Jesus Christ is coming.  But our tendency is to come over to the side of the world in order to be accepted.
I John 3:1-2  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
I can know this: when I see Him I will be like Him!! This should make me live in accordance to His word, to put away sin and live in the expectancy of His coming.
I John 3:3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
Flirting with sin mentally is studying everything EXCEPT the Word of God!!!
When He comes the sword of the word of God is coming out of His mouth!!!!
2 Pet. 3:7-9 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
He hasn’t come yet because He wants more to come into His fold. (Rev. 5)
2 Pet. 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Pet. 3:11-15 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you.
In the waiting, it may be the salvation of your family member.
Rev. 16:15 Behold I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.
“coming”: erchomai – to go, to come, to go from one place to another. Jesus is coming from heaven, to earth.
Rev. 22:7 And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.
Rev. 22:12 Behold I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.
You and I are living in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. We may have the privilege of suffering for the gospel. 
3. A comforting hope 
It seems like the ungodly are getting off scot free! But, remember the end of the story.
2 Thess. 1:6-9 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
2 Thess. 1:10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed – for our testimony to you was believed. 
The afflicted will be glorified. You who have been scorned, who have given your back to the persecutor, will one day be glorified!
Rev. 19 He comes
Rev. 20 Judgment
4. A sobering hope 
Rev. 2:5  “Therefore  remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place – unless you repent.”
Your deeds show what you really believe.  If you don’t repent, remember and do what you did at first, I am coming to you!
Rev. 2:16 “Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth.”
Rev. 2:24-25  “But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them – I place no other burden on you. Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.”
Rev. 3:3 “So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.”
Rev. 3:11 “I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.”
He is coming. It is our blessed hope….a hope that we need to cling to.
Hold fast, no matter what you face: He is coming. Don’t let anyone take your crown.
Occupy until He comes. Then you will hear: “Well done My good and faithful servant.”


