Revelation Part 3
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Kay Arthur

Genesis						Revelation
What God began					The end of what God began
Tree of Life in the Garden			Tree of Life in the Holy City
The beginning and promises of Israel		Culmination of those promises
Promise that all the earth will be blessed	Fulfilled as He talks to the Bride
All the major truths				Harvest fulfilled

What is started in Genesis is finished/completed in Revelation.
The Old Testament centers around Israel and is loaded with prophecies.
In order to understand the New Testament, you must know the Old Testament.
Prophecies about:
The first coming of Jesus Christ
The second coming of Jesus Christ
Prophecies about the nations:
Nations that center around the Middle East
Prophecies about Israel:
Birth
Future
Very few prophecies about the church. The church is a mystery, hidden by God all through the Old Testament and not revealed until Paul comes on the scene.
Mystery: Jew and Gentile as one.
Jer. 31  New Covenant that God will make, fulfilled in Hebrews 9 and 10.
Promise to Abraham, “I will make of you a great nation and all the families of the earth will be blessed.” Prophecy of the church.
The focus of the New Testament is Jesus Christ:
First coming in details:
John 1:11  His own did not receive Him. He came to the Jews
John 1:12-14   Those who believe on His name, became His.
Israel for the most part, did not receive Him. But there was a remnant.
Acts 2 starts with Pentecost, 8 years later the Holy Spirit indwells the Gentiles. The Church
The New Testament gives the church an explanation of how to live, and it gives prophecies about the Church’s relationship to the second coming of Jesus Christ.
I Cor. 15
I Thess. 4:13-18  Rapture
Prophecies regarding Israel are also in the New Testament.
But as a whole, the Jews are not going to read the New Testament, so God, in His Sovereignty, put it all in the Old Testament as well. Romans and Revelation contain these prophecies. The best explanation of the gospel is in Romans.
Romans is written to both Jew and Gentile. Romans 9, 10 and 11  zeros in on Israel, and why they have rejected the gospel. 

Revelation
What is its specific purpose and role in the New Testament?
Revelation was written to the church. It was given to His bondservants to show them things that must shortly take place.
The book opens up with a word to the church and it closes with a word to the church.
Rev. 22:6
Rev. 22:16-17 If you are part of the Bride, you are part of the church.
“Invite them to “Come”.
Who is the Church? The Bride of Christ/Christ’s Bride
If Christ has a Bride, does the Father have a wife? Yes. Israel.
Jeremiah and Hosea and Ezekiel tell you this.
Where did Jesus Christ come from? Israel. “A woman brought forth a male child that was to rule…”.
There is much in Revelation regarding God’s wife, Israel.
When you study Revelation you have to carefully sort out when He is talking to Israel and when He is talking to the church.
Revelation has more Old Testament prophecies (about 350) in it than any other New Testament book. They contain words straight out of the Old Testament.
What’s happening in the OT, the NT and in the book of Revelation? In all of it there is a Heavenly Conflict.
It begins right in Genesis with the serpent and Eve. He doesn’t tell us who the serpent is in Genesis but He does in Revelation.
Heavenly conflict in Old Testament
Is. 14  Prophecy about the King of Babylon. It goes beyond that king to a power that is ruling through that king.
Ez. 28  There are clues about where Satan came from. It contains the prophecy about the prince of Tyre. 
Daniel 10:12-13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia, an angelic being behind this prince, was preventing Michael from coming with Daniel’s answer to prayer.
Daniel 10:20 
The Heavenly conflict is directed against God’s creation but specifically against Israel.
First conflict in the NT: Jesus tempted by Satan
All the way through the gospels, Jesus and the apostles confront demons.
New Testament epistles (I Pet. 5)  have warnings about your adversary the Devil.
In Revelation you see His message to the church, prophecies regarding Israel and the Heavenly conflict.
Rev. 13:2 This beast gets his power from the enemy, just like the king of Babylon, prince of Persia and the leader of Tyre.
Rev. 12:9 The dragon is identified as Satan.
In Revelation, you see the culmination of this Heavenly conflict. In Revelation 20 Satan is cast into the Bottomless Pit, then the Lake of Fire.
Revelation:
John is to write the things he sees in Revelation 1.
John writes the things which are in chapters 2-3.
In chapters 4-22 he writes about the things which must take place AFTER these things.
No mention of the church until chapter 19 when he talks about the Bride, Christ’s Bride, making herself ready.
Rev. 19:7  Marriage supper of the Lamb.
Rev. 21:2, 10  Next mention of the Bride
The church is in heaven and NOT on earth when she is mentioned after Chapter 3.
Israel:
Rev. 7:3 The four winds are being held back by the four angels. The bondservants of our God, Israel, must be sealed.
Rev. 7:4  The 144,000 from the tribes of Israel
Rev. 11  The Temple
We are told, after the 6th seal, that the 144,000 must be sealed before God harms the earth.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Israel, 144,000 sealed then 7 trumpets.
First of the trumpets: 1/3, 1/3, 1/3…..
6th trumpet: Significant things happen. 2nd woe is past, 3rd woe is about to come.
Rev. 11 mentions the 7th trumpet. Pivotal point in the book of Revelation.
At the 7th trumpet: God specifically takes Israel by the hand and brings her to center stage.
A lot of Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled at this critical time in Israel’s history.
Rev. 11:1 Jews would be worshiping in the Temple.
Rev. 11:2 They will tread under foot, the holy city for 42 months. Still a future time when the outer court and the holy city are going to be given to the Gentiles. 
Rev. 11:3-4 Authority given to His 2 witnesses. 
Zech. 4:2  An angel is talking to Joshua, the High Priest 
Zech. 4:3-6 
Zech. 4:11-14 These are the two anointed ones who are standing by the Lord of the whole earth. Two olive trees.
Rev. 11:4  Two olive trees and two lampstands
Up until the 6th trumpet, they have been prophesying for 3 ½ years. We don’t know how far back that goes yet.
Rev. 11:6 Who are these two men? Elijah could be one of them, because he has to come before the great and terrible day of the Lord.
Rev. 11:7-8 
Rev. 11:12 Two witnesses caught up to heaven and their enemies behold them.
Elijah has never died, and Enoch has never died.
Rev. 11:13-14    2nd Woe is past
Israel steps on the scene as a main character 
Rev. 12  Woman pregnant with a child, God’s child, Jesus
Old Testament tells us God’s Child will rule with a rod of iron.
Satan is cast down and persecutes the woman. The woman flees into the wilderness for 3 ½ years. She is being persecuted.
Matt. 24  When you see the abomination of desolation standing in the holy place…. Fits into the 7th trumpet and on
Luke 21 has a prophecy regarding the destruction of Israel in 70 A.D. but also jumps over to this time.
Matt. 25 you have Messiah coming and ruling over the nations of the earth but judging them according to how they treated Israel, the least of My brethren.
Think:  Church            Israel
How is He dealing with them?
Daniel 7 and the beast and the little horn: Last 3 ½ years
Keep Revelation in context with the whole Word of God. It is the last book and Genesis is the first book.
It is His message to the church: Come. Whoever is thirsty: Come. Jew and Gentile.
All are welcome at the foot of the cross.
