Revelation Part 3
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Kay Arthur

When does the Tribulation start?  You must go to the Word of God to get the answer.
Rev. 2:22   First mention of great tribulation, speaking to the church at Thyatira.
“Tribulation”: thlipsis – a crushing, a pressing. Can be used of any kind of pressing, crushing or tribulation that comes upon a person. Sometimes refers to a specific time.
John 16:33 In this world you will have tribulation…..
Rev. 2:22 Could be saying that those that are keeping My deeds I will not judge, but those that are committing adultery with this woman, I am going to take into tribulation.
Rev. 3:10 Message to the church at Philadelphia. “Because…I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth.”
Every message to the churches ended the same way: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Rev. 4:1 …I will show you what must take place after these things.
Rev. 1:19 is the outline of Revelation
Rev. 7:9-15 ….who are they and from where have they come? These are the ones who come out of The Great Tribulation.
Rev. 7:16-17 List of what they will NOT experience any more.
We don’t know how they died but he does tell us where they came from: Great Tribulation and they are believers. We do know they have been afflicted.
Givens:
Rev. 8:1-2 Out of the seven seals, which make up the whole scroll, come seven trumpets; out of the seven trumpets come the seven bowls.
Rev. 8:13-9:2  THREE WOES 
Rev. 9:12 First woe is past (5th trumpet); behold two woes are still coming after these things.
Rev. 9:13-14 6th Trumpet   2nd Woe
Rev. 10:7 Mystery of God is finished
Rev. 11:1-2   There is a temple existing
3 ½ years = Time, Times, and ½ time
                     42 months
                     1,260 days (Jews reckon 360 days per year, not 365 as we do)
Rev. 11:3 Two witnesses prophesy for 1,260 days clothed in sackcloth. 
Rev. 11:7-11 When they finish their testimony, the beast will overcome them and kill them…
The 6th trumpet (2nd Woe) has already sounded
Rev. 11  These events regarding the 2 witnesses have to have taken place because the 2nd Woe is past. BEAST kills them (First mention of the Beast)
Rev. 11:15-17 …and has begun to reign
Rev. 11:18  Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.

Rev. 6:16-17  “Thy wrath has come”  Aorist, active indicative
Aorist: “a” means without     “orist” means a place
An aorist is a verb that is an undefined verb; it refers to the action that is undefined as to when it takes place. It refers to the action itself; it does not specify whether the action is past or whether the action is accomplished. It just refers to an action.
This could be a constative; it speaks of a past action. Therefore, it would speak to an action that preceded the 6th seal. 
If it is a dramatic aorist then the tense is indecisive. (when it happens)
If it is an ingressive aorist: it is an action that has just entered. So the 6th seal; they just entered this action, or it could be a dramatic aorist which is like a future tense and it is about to begin.
Rev. 12:10  Satan getting kicked out of heaven. “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.”
Why has the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God come?
Satan has been cast down.  Same parallel as “God has begun to reign”
Rev. 12:13-14  Satan is cast down and he persecutes Israel, in general, but also a specific group.
This is a parallel for those Jews that are living right there in Jerusalem that flee but there are also Jews that are living in the rest of the world
Rev. 12:17 .. the dragon went off to make war with the rest of her offspring
Worldwide persecution of the Jews. Those that dwell on the earth worship the beast.
Rev. 13:5-6  The beast is given 42 months to speak arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for 42 months.These arrogant words and blasphemies are against God, His tabernacle, that is:Those who dwell in heaven
Rev. 13:7-8, 14 Those who dwell on the earth will worship him.
Rev. 13:17-18  Mark on everyone and without that mark you can’t buy or sell
Satan = dragon    Dragon gives his power to the beast then GOD gives him authority for 42 months.
When is the beast brought to his end?  At Christ’s 2nd coming. So, from the 7th trumpet all the way down to the 2nd coming would be 3 ½ years.
Matt. 24: 5-14 ….then they will deliver you (Jews) to tribulation, and will kill you,  and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.
The gospel is going to be preached to the whole world and THEN the end will come.
“These are merely the beginning of birth pangs”  From the 6th trumpet on back is the beginning of birth pangs.  Then they are delivered to tribulation.
We know they are delivered up to tribulation when Satan is cast down, before the 7th trumpet is blown, for 3 ½ years.
Matt. 24:9 Is this tribulation a time period or a general time reference?
When does the end come? When Jesus comes down to earth.
Matt. 24:15-21 ….then there will be a great tribulation.
When the abomination of desolation stands in the holy place the great tribulation happens.
Matt. 24:29-30 ..immediately AFTER the tribulation the Son of Man comes.
Dan. 9:24-27 Prophecy given by Daniel about 70 weeks of time in order to accomplish 6 purposes
Dan. 9:24 Most holy place is the Tabernacle.
Dan. 9:25  69 weeks will happen and Messiah will be here
Dan. 9:25-26 Messiah will be cut off (crucifixion)
Dan. 9:26-27 Temple destroyed in 70 AD
One week = 7 years     In the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifices and the grain offering.
Nowhere is that tribulation referred to in a time phrase except in 3 ½ years.
We know there is a temple on earth when the 2 witnesses are witnessing: there is a temple on earth. The court outside is not measured because the Gentiles are trampling it down for 3 ½ years.
The beast has made a covenant with the Jews and in the middle of the covenant he breaks his covenant and by the end of the last 3 ½ years he begins to persecute the Jews and by the end the Jews’ transgression is finished.
Atonement for iniquity has already been made because Jesus died on the cross and He has brought the Jews to an end of sin. He has anointed the most holy place because Jesus has come to earth and this temple that was desecrated has been anointed by the Most Holy One because Jesus has come to earth.
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