Revelation Part 3
Lesson 5
Kay Arthur

If the Word of God tells us that God is going to do absolutely nothing until He reveals it to His servants the prophets so that you and I can know these truths, then how important is it that we understand the answer to the question the disciples ask Jesus in Matthew 24?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew’s purpose: Jesus Christ is King of the Jews, the long awaited Messiah
Luke’s purpose: To lay out a chronological account of the life of Jesus Christ
Mark’s purpose: Jesus Christ as the servant of God
John’s purpose: Jesus Christ is God in the flesh
Matt. 23:29-30 
Matt. 23:31-33 How shall you escape the sentence of hell?
John 1:11-12 He came unto His own and His own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the power to become children of God
Matt. 23:34 I am sending you scribes, prophets and wise men. I’m not through talking to you.
Jesus DID send more. Acts, Thessalonians, etc.  
Before the crucifixion, Jews were the believers.
Matt. 23:35 ALL the righteous blood is going to fall on them. That started back in Genesis with the killing of Abel by Cain. The sin of jealousy. 
Matt. 23:36  The people that were standing around Him at that time is “this generation”.
They don’t love the prophets because they haven’t listened to them. Because they refused to hear, they will experience the fire.
Matt. 23:37 Jesus wants them to hide under the wings of the shadow of the Almighty.
The gospel goes to the Gentiles AFTER the cross. Jesus dies for the sins of the whole world.
Rom. 1:16  The gospel came to the Jew first, and then the Gentile.
Acts 1:8 You shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and to the uttermost parts of the earth.
Cornelius is the first Gentile convert. This gospel is for men everywhere.
Matt. 23:38 Your house is being left to you desolate! (It’s almost time for the crucifixion)
In the days of Ezekiel, Daniel and Jeremiah, the Shekinah glory left the temple and never came back.
The Jews came back after the Babylonian captivity, but the Shekinah glory and the Ark of the Covenant weren’t there.
Not until Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to Simeon did the Shekinah glory come back into the Temple, in the person of Jesus.
John 1:17
When Jesus walks out of the temple in Matt. 23:38, He never walks back in.
Matt. 23:39 The Jews, the unbelieving Jews, will not see Him again.
Matt. 24:1-3 The (Jewish) disciples are pointing back to the building and are asking Him, “Lord, when will these things be and what will be the sign of Your coming and the end of the age?”
Matt. 24:2 “Not one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down.”
Matt. 24:3 From the Mount of Olives, you can see the temple.
The end of the age is the end of this current age: it is what will usher in the coming of Jesus Christ.
Matt. 24:4-5  When they say, “I am the Christ” they mean I am Messiah, I am the Promised One.
Matt. 24:5-6 Jesus makes no reference to when the temple will be torn down in Matthew.
The sign of His coming is when Jesus becomes King of this Earth.
These ones that are going to mislead are going to be false Messiahs.
Matt. 24:6 “You” you Jews that are My disciples, see that you are not frightened. 
Matt. 24:7  Nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.
Matt. 24:8 But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. (labor) They indicate that a birth is on its way, but it isn’t here yet.
Matt. 24:9 Then! (what is the sign of Your coming and the end of the age).  This, this and this and then the end.
Matt. 24:9 Then (after the birth pangs) they will deliver you (Jews who have believed) to tribulation. (Matt. 23:34 this happened to the early church. That generation that was standing right there as Jesus was speaking)…and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.
Matt. 24:10  At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. 
When this persecution comes against the Jews, many will fall away. They will not hold up under the persecution.
Matt. 24:9-11 Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.
Matt. 24:12-13 Some will fall away, some will be misled by false prophets, some will be saved.
Matt. 24:14 This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and THEN the end will come.
“The End:” Matt. 24:3, 6,13, 14.
Rev. 14:6-7 We have not seen the gospel preached to all the nations yet.
(After Revelation 14 comes the bowls in 15-16)
Matt. 24:15-16 Therefore when (time) you see the Abomination of Desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then those (Jews) who are in Judea must flee to the mountains.
Matthew’s primary audience is Jews. 
95-96 B.C. Peter has been put to death. John is on the Isle of Patmos…..
Have we seen the Abomination of Desolation standing in the holy place yet? No
Dan. 11:31   Daniel’s account of the Abomination of Desolation
Antiochus Epiphanes: Lived in the inter-testament period, from the book of Malachi and the beginning of the gospels; a 400 year period. He walked into the Holy of holies and put up a statue of Zeus and offered a pig, an unclean animal, on the altar.
When you see someone standing in the Holy place, A.D., you are to flee to the mountains. He is speaking to the Jews because the world does not care about the temple.
Matt. 24:16-21 Great tribulation starts when the Abomination of Desolation stands in the Holy place – he has put himself in the place of God.
Matt. 24:21-22  The elect – the chosen
Matt. 24:23-25 This is yet future
Abomination of Desolation standing in the holy place and the Jews being delivered up for persecution will happen at the same time; that’s why they must run for the mountains.
What is leading up to His coming? The end?
Matt. 24:26-30 Immediately AFTER the tribulation of those days, you see the coming of the Son of Man in His glory.
Then: the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky
Then: all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.



