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2 Tim. 2:4  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
Rev. 3: 7-13  I have set before you an open door which no man can shut. Hold fast. I am coming quickly. 
The church at Philadelphia is a picture of the church in our time.
Message to the church at Philadelphia:
1. We have an open door
2. Your enemies will bow down before you and they will know that I have loved you
3. I will keep you from the hour of testing
4. Hold fast what you have 
 Two churches in which there is no reproof: Smyrna and Philadelphia
Smyrna was the suffering church. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I Pet. 4:1-2 “Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.”   When we suffer we cease from sin because we have made a decision for Christ to go forward. 
Philadelphia was the faithful church. They were not reproved because this church believed God.
Sardis was the dead church.
The time of The Great Awakening was:
1. A time of concern for brothers, for other people
Philadelphia literally means lover of a brother. 
King Attallus, from Pergamum, had a brother that he loved dearly and he named this city after him. 
This is also the time William Carey went to India as a missionary. He convinced the church that there was a need for people to go and share the gospel in foreign lands.
Adoniram Judson went to Burma and would not surrender.
Hudson Taylor went to inland China. 
David Livingston and C.T. Studd, went into Africa.
George Whitefield and John and Charles Wesley preached outside because the churches closed their pulpits to them. 
William and Catherine Booth went into the saloons, pubs and dance houses.
Dwight L. Moody and Charles Spurgeon were the ones that went into the pulpits and awakened the church and saw revival come.
Ordinary people just like you and me, and God has set before us an open door and we must walk through it.
2. A time of awakening to their power
There is power that comes with knowing the Word of God.
I Cor. 16:8-9  I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.
Whoever the adversary is cannot stop you.
Rev. 3:7-13 Oh faithful one, know this: I have set before you an open door.
“I have set” perfect tense, active voice, indicative mood.  
That open door is going to remain open.
Perfect tense: a past completed action with a present and continuing result.
Indicative mood: Mood of reality, certainty 
Active voice: Subject fulfills the action. GOD opened the door
“Can shut”  present indicative, middle voice.  That door cannot be shut right now. 
You have a little strength/power.  Present tense, indicative mood, active voice
“You are the one that has the little power.“
	Open Door
Because: You have a little power
“Power” Dunamis – a supernatural, inherent power – inside power. 
Matt. 6:13 ….Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
This inherent power is GOD’S power inside of you.
Matt. 22:29 The Sadducees were mistaken because they did not understand the Scriptures and they did not understand the power of God. 
Once you get ahold of that power and understand it, you will hold fast, you will NOT let go, you WILL persevere
Matt. 24:29-30 They will see the Son of Man coming with power
Luke 4:14 Jesus operated in the power of the Holy Spirit
Acts 10:38 God anointed Him (Jesus) with the Holy Spirit and with power.
Jesus operated in the power of the Holy Spirit even as He comes inside of us.
1. We receive power   Luke 24:49, Acts 1:8, Acts 3:12; 4:33, Rom. 1:16,             I Cor. 1:18; 2:4; 4:20, Acts 6:8
2. We receive power by the Holy Spirit within us and His power works in us Eph. 3:16; Col. 1:29
3. With faith comes power   2 Thess. 1:11
4. Power is perfected in weakness  2 Cor. 12:9
Because: You have kept My Word
Because: You have not denied My name
Do you want an open door before you? Do you want to be faithful? Do you want to do the work He has called you to do?  To occupy until He comes?
God will set before you an open door: Use that little power. Adhere to His Word. Do not deny His name, hold fast to who Jesus Christ is.
Because: You have kept the Word of My steadfastness   Rev. 3:10
I will keep you from the hour of testing: either He is talking about taking us out BEFORE that hour of testing, or He is going to keep us IN that hour.
We ARE able to remain steadfast because we have a little power.
With that power and that open door, NO ONE can stop us.
God is on my side.
Remember: He is coming quickly .
Hold fast so that no one takes your crown, that crown that you will give Him when He comes. You can only give Him that crown if you have remained faithful.
2 John 8 Be careful that you do not lose your reward.
Rev. 3:11 Let no one take your crown from you.
When He returns, He will return in GREAT power and majesty.
Be faithful.
Walk through that open door.

 



