Revelation
Part 1
Lesson 5
Kay Arthur
 Can a Christian’s faith survive in the Devil’s den? Yes, but how?
He knows:
1. Where they dwell Rev. 2:12-13 (I know where your home is)
2. You have held fast My name  Rev. 2:13
3. They did not deny My faith even in the midst of persecution Rev. 2:13
When God looks at you, He does not just see the bad! (like we do)
When Jesus looks at you, the FIRST thing He sees is the good. He does not write you off.
Then, He sees what needs to be changed, not because He is out to get us, but because He wants the very best for us.
Pergamum:  Where they dwell
The Roman capitol of the province of Asia (50 miles north of Smyrna)
Center of pagan idol worship
Center of emperor worship which had a temple where they were required to go  once a year, bow the knee and say, “Caesar is Lord”
Huge altar of Zeus, 40 feet high, on a hill and on a platform of 400 feet so it was the first thing you saw when you came into the city.
The altar was in the shape of a throne
I Cor. 10:19-20 Behind every idol there is a demon
The altar was unearthed in 1878
Center of the worship of Asclepius, a snake god of healing (picture of the enemy)
They gave certain governors the right of the sword which allowed them to put anyone to death at any time.
Huge library; over 200,000  books
City that developed velum or parchment that you wrote on.
Jesus described as one who has a sharp, two-edged sword.
They held fast His name
Matt. 16:13-16 Who do you say that I am? A name describes who someone is
“Thou art THE Christ” = Messiah, Promised Anointed One 
“Thou art the Son of the Living GOD” – God in the flesh
Matt. 16:17  Divine revelation of who Jesus is
Ps. 138:2 
John 15:16
Eph. 1:4
John 6:44
Matt. 16:18 Upon this rock I will build My church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.The rock was Jesus. 
I Cor. 3:9-11 No other foundation but Jesus Christ
I Pet. 2:4-9 A living stone, rejected by men. He who believes in Him (the cornerstone) will not be disappointed. They stumble because they are disobedient to the Word and to this doom they were appointed. 
John 1:12-13  He came unto His own and His own received Him not….
I Pet. 2:10-11 But now you have received mercy …abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.
Prov. 23:7 As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he
I Pet. 2:11-12  Keep your behavior excellent, so when they look at you, they will know in their heart that they are wrong, and you are right.
“Day of visitation” is the day of revelation.
Matt. 16:18-19 He is the ultimate victor
Rev. 19:11  In righteousness He judges and wages war
Rev. 2:14-16  Repent, or I am coming and I will make war against you with the sword of My mouth.
Rev. 19:11-13 His name is called the Word of God
Think about what you have in your hands!! The very Word of God!
Rev. 19:13-16 ….from His mouth comes a sharp sword and with it He will smite the nations. He is King of kings and Lord of lords
The church is built upon the confession of who He is and the church will have opposition, but the gates of hell will not prevail. Those gates must swing open.
Rev. 2:13 Antipas = against all. Here is a man that is against untruth
All mankind is going to live in one place or another; man is eternal.
Phil 1:23-25 Why is it that we fear death? 
We don’t rejoice because we have become so entangled in the affairs of this earth.
Ephesus: Keep Me in that first place
Smyrna: Be faithful unto death
Pergamum: Hold fast My name but don’t allow those who are bringing in false teaching
Rev. 1:5; 3:14  Faithful witness, just like Antipas
Matt. 10:28 Do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill your soul, but fear God who is able to destroy both
Rev. 2:14  
Against you:
1. Some who hold the teaching of Balaam. You have not been careful about what you have allowed to be taught in your church. (Balaam was a prophet that could be bought and he taught Balak how to put a stumbling block before the Israelites, and then God would have to judge them) Num. 22-25; Deut. 23:4-5
2. Some hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans Rev. 2:15 (Ephesus hated 2:6)
Nikos-to conquer      laos- the laity
So you have man as a mediator between God and man, not equal priesthood of the believer where we all have access to the throne of God.
I Tim. 2:5 There is one mediator between God and man and that is Jesus
Church historian, Irenaeus, said the Nicolaitans lived lives of unstrained indulgence.
Constantine made Christianity the religion of Rome so it was now popular to be a Christian. Therefore, all kinds of teaching came into the church.
Heb. 4:12 The Word is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Nicolas was a man mentioned in Acts 5 that started off with correct doctrine and then strayed.
Nicolaitans – think of integration
Deut. 7:1-5 There is NOT to be integration. No marriage, no favor, …
2 Cor. 6:14-15 Do not be bound together with unbelievers. You are to associate with unbelievers by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ through the Word and through your life.
2 Cor. 6:16-18 Come out of the world and be ye separate
2 Tim. 2:22-26 Pursue righteousness, flee youthful lusts….
Rev. 2:16  Therefore, repent
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 20:29  After my departure wolves are going to come in to devour
Jude 3-4  Contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints
Licentiousness: you can live any way you want and still go to heaven
Eph. 6:10-18  Stand in the armor of God. The sword is the Word of God: your only offensive weapon
Rev. 2:16; 1:16  The sharp two-edge sword in His mouth
Heb. 4:12 The Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword
Rev. 19:15 Jesus defeats the enemy with the sharp, two-edged sword
“If you don’t repent I am going to come and make war with the sword of My mouth.” If you allow it, you are making your loved ones vulnerable.
Will you get out your sword and fight for truth? Do not allow the false teaching to exist in your church, or in your life.
