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Jesus told John to write a letter to the 7 churches in Asia. Smyrna was one of those churches.
AD 95 John wrote Revelation
In AD 155 Polycarp knew he was going to go to the stake for Christ.
He would not renounce his faith. “86 years I have served the Lord Jesus and He has been faithful to me. How can I now be faithless to Him and blaspheme His name?” “I am a Christian even unto death.”
Polycarp knew that Christ was going to give him power to endure the flames.
Rev. 2:7 Do we have ears to hear?
Rev. 2:8-11 Persecution is coming.
God’s Words about being faithful unto death will help you endure.
The state of the church in Smyrna: (I know)
1. Tribulation: thlipsis – a pressure, a crushing from the outside or from the inside. Anything that comes upon you and brings pressure upon your life.
2. Poverty: ptocheian - abject poverty, destitute, beggary
3. Blasphemy: by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
The people living at this time had all of the New Testament to fall back on because Revelation was the final book written.
I Cor. 10:13  Do not take this verse out of context. No trial, testing, temptation just remember:
1. You are not unique; you are not the only one to suffer in this way
2. It is not more than you can bear because God is sovereign
Rev. 2:10  God knows what is going to happen and He is going to permit it
Satan has desired to sift you as wheat: desired = has demanded permission to sift you as wheat.
Dan. 4:34-35
[bookmark: _GoBack]Is. 45:7 
No trial is unique to you and no trial is more than you can bear and….
3. God has a way of escape and His grace will be sufficient in the midst of that trial
How was this church rich? They had the promises of God
Matt. 6:25-26 Do not be anxious for your life……YOU are more important than a bird because God redeemed YOU, not a bird.
Matt. 6:27-32 God will take care of you. He knows your needs.
Their poverty has probably come because of their tribulation. Trade guilds had certain gods they worshipped and the believers could not be a part of them, which brought tribulation and poverty.
Matt. 6:33-34  Each day has enough trouble of its own. But know your heavenly Father knows all about it, and He has provided all you need to get through it.
Ps. 34:10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek the LORD shall not be in want of any good thing.
Phil. 4:19 For my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We are rich because He has everything we need and we can run to the Father.
Matt. 5:10  Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
The blasphemy they are receiving is because of righteousness.
Six things the world was saying about the Christians in those days:
1. Being Cannibals – The Lord’s Supper: This is My body…
2. Having orgies – Love feasts where the Christians would share meals and fellowship together; the world always has a higher standard for Christians than they do for themselves. The world was having orgies.
“We verbally praise the ones who bow down to us, but we despise them in our hearts because they’ve bowed down. We persecute those who don’t bow down but we envy them in our hearts because we see they have something that is so great that they are willing to endure the persecution and willing to take what comes against them.” “We know if WE were there, we would give in.”            Secret police
Phil. 1:27-28 Don’t be alarmed by your opponents. Why? Alarm comes up in the opponent’s heart. Why? Suppose the one they are persecuting is RIGHT?
Phil. 1:28-29  To you it has been granted for Christ’s sake not only to believe but to suffer.
Every child of God is going to suffer in one way or another. Do you still want salvation? Make sure you present the Gospel correctly.
Phil. 1:29-30 Paul was in prison in Rome, chained to a guard. Prison meant death
Rev. 2:9 Synagogues of Satan because they were not preaching the truth.
3. Being fire-starters – they were telling them about the judgment that is to come. Warning them to flee from the wrath that is to come.
4. Athiests – the Romans/Greeks could SEE their gods; they had images. God told His people to NOT make any graven images. John 4:24 Those that worship God must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
5. Destroyers of Families – Christianity divided. They were called to a cross, denying himself and following Christ, loving Jesus more than father, mother, sister or brother
6. Disloyal insurrectionists – they would NOT say Caesar is Lord.
Phil. 2:8-11  God highly exalted Him, every tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord. 
Matt. 5:10-12 Rejoice. You are blessed.
2 Cor. 8:9 Though Jesus was rich, for your sake, He became poor. You are joint heirs with Jesus.
Rev. 2:9-10 Every tribulation, every pressure, every persecution is a TEST.
Ex. 16:4 God was testing them to see if they would walk in obedience to His instruction. Manna only one day at a time. Would they believe Him?
Ex. 20:18-20 God has come in order to test you, to see if you will believe Him. Rom. 14:23 Whatever is not of faith, is sin. Unbelief is sin.
Judges 2:21-22 God left these people in the land to test them.
Heb. 12:18-24 We come to the throne of God through Jesus Christ
No test is ever designed so that you will fail. The test is designed to make you succeed; it is to confirm to you the sufficiency of God. The fire is never designed to destroy you, it is designed to refine you, to bring forth the gold of the deity of Jesus Christ who is in you and show the reality of Jesus Christ in you. The fire shows the quality of the material that is being burned.
I Pet. 1:6-7 
Rev. 5:6,9 Tells us He has the brand marks of His suffering
Heb. 5:8  
When we see Him we will see One who was faithful through suffering, tribulation and blasphemy.
I Cor. 3:10-15 The fire itself will test the work to see its worth
Instructions to the church in Smyrna
1. Do not fear  Rev. 2:10, Ps. 56:3 When fear creeps up you are to pull it out
God knows when the trial begins, and He knows when it ends. 
I Pet. 1:6 Trials will end
2. Be faithful unto death
Jesus is the faithful witness. The “witness” is the same word for martyr.
3a. I AM the First and the Last  Rev. 2:8; Ps. 139:5
Rev. 2:10 The fire will give you the crown of life
3b. I AM the One who was dead and has come to life. Rev. 2:8; 1:5
Jesus was the first one to conquer death.
He is the ruler of the kings of the earth, so He is sovereign over them.
John 11:25-26  I AM the resurrection and the life.
Because Jesus died and paid for our sins and was resurrected I am redeemed with incorruptible blood; blood of the Lamb of God.
4. Overcomers will not be hurt by the second death Rev. 2:11 
What is the second death? Rev. 20:6; 21:8  The second death is the lake of fire 
Believer’s death is to “fall asleep” here, and wake up in heaven.
Heb. 9:27-28 In as much as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.
Rom. 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus
Unbelievers will experience the second death and go into the lake of fire with Satan and his angels.
2 Pet. 3:9 God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
It is better to be identified with Christ and be rejected by the world, than to love this present world and hear the Father say, “Depart from Me you cursed, into everlasting fire.”
Welcome suffering; it’s not going to destroy you.
The Resurrection and the Life, the First and the Last is waiting there for you with a crown of life.
