Revelation Part I
Lesson 3
Kay Arthur

“Tortured for His Faith”  by Haralan Popov  “When you love someone you will do anything for them.”
What needs to be the most important singular thing in your life? To love God with every fiber of your being and to love your neighbor as yourself.
Rev. 2:1 
Ephesus was called: lumen asiae = The Light of Asia  It was the wealthiest and greatest city in Asia yet it was a city of great darkness in God’s eyes. It was corrupt and yet to the world it was the Light of Asia. It was on a seaport where people came from all over the world. The Temple of Diana, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, was there. Wealthy because a great deal of money came into the bank in that city. 
“The inhabitants of the city were only fit to be drowned and the reason Heraclitus could never smile was because he lived among the Ephesians.”
God brought Paul into this city because He loved.
Acts 19 Ephesus is the church Paul wrote an epistle to while he was in prison. Paul did this because he was constrained by the love of God.
II Cor. 5:10-15  The love of Christ constrains us…One died for all…
Acts 19:8-10 
Ephesus was also a city that was mixed up in all sorts of witchcraft.
Acts 19:17-19 They so fell in love with the Lord Jesus Christ that they made huge bon fires with books of witchcraft.
Rev. 2:1 Every church has its own angel.
Rev. 1:20 Jesus with those 7 angels in His right hand, the hand of authority. Those angels are in His authority. He is walking among them…..so He can say, “I know”.
“He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches”…the churches that existed then, down through the ages, and now.
II Chron. 16:9 The eyes of the Lord are looking for a man/woman whose heart is fully His that He might show Himself strong on their behalf.
Rev. 2:2 I know your deeds, toil, perseverance….
1. I know your deeds  Ps. 139:9-12 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]I know your toil (wearisome labor, toil to the point of exhaustion)
3. I know your perseverance (hupomone – bear up/abide under, a courageous steadfastness, gallantry) and you have done it for My name’s sake
4. I know you put to the test evil men 
Apostle: apostolous – one that is sent from, with credentials, with a message as a representative. That church was very careful to test out any man that came with their message.  Rev. 2:2-3
Rev. 2:4 But you have walked away from your first love. You are loving Me but you are loving Me in a different way; it’s not like it was in the beginning. 
Rev. 2:6 They even hated what God hated.
Rev. 2:4-5 Repent or else I will remove your lampstand from out of its place
He never threatens to remove any other church! Why? Because love is the foundation to every relationship we have.
I Cor. 12:31-13:1 Without love all of your eloquence, teaching, knowledge, speech and witness it is a noisy gong and clanging cymbal.
I Cor. 13:2  If I don’t have love, I am nothing.
I Cor. 13:3 Even being a martyr without love profits me nothing
I Cor. 13:13 Now abide faith, hope and love but the greatest of these is love.
Rev. 2:4  Ephesus had all of these things that were right, but they were absolutely nothing because they had left their love of God.
Do you have duty without love’s devotion? 
Do you labor without love’s passion? Don’t let your busyness make you miss that sweet intimate time with your Savior.
Sacrifice without love’s pouring out is worth nothing.
Don’t let your love for Jesus lessen with time.
Do you have orthodoxy without love’s covering?  
John 13:35 “By this shall all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Eph. 4:1-16   Unity in the bond of faith
Don’t let heresy hunting kill love.
They still loved God, but the wonder, glow, undistracted devotion was gone.
Jer. 2:2 God reminds Israel of when they followed Him
Jer. 2:13 My people have forsaken Me
Acts 2:41-47 This was a church in love with Jesus Christ
Acts 4:18-20, 29-30 We cannot stop speaking about Jesus in confidence
Acts 5:40-42 Rejoicing that they had been counted worthy to suffer for Him
Acts 9:20-22 



The Cure:
1. Remember
2. Repent – a change of mind which leads to a change of direction
3. Do the deeds you did at first  I Tim. 6:11 pursue love
What draws us away from our love for Jesus?
1. Trying to serve two masters Matt. 6:24; I Tim. 6:10
2.  A love of position can cause you to compromise your love for Christ     Matt. 23:6-7 
3. Not loving our enemies will draw us away from the love of God                Luke 6:27-35 Any other human being is my neighbor
4. Getting caught in the letter of the Law and missing the intent of the Law Luke 11:42 You’ve gotten back under a religion instead of a relationship
5. Profession, haughtiness  John 21:15
6. Our convenience or our pleasure Romans 14:15 
7. A love of self, or selfishness I John 3:16-18;  2 Cor. 5:14-15
8. Disharmony, hurt, unwillingness to forgive  Eph. 4:30-5:2, Col. 3:12-14;         I Thess. 4:9-10  
9. Hatred of others I John 4:20 
10.  A compromise of the Word of God  II Tim. 1:13
11.  Failing to witness  II Cor. 5:20
12.  Trials
13.  Sin  I John 2:5 
14.  The World  I John 2:15 

II Thess. 3:5 God will direct your hearts into the love of Christ
Jude 21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  
This letter to the Ephesians could be the most serious. Apart from love, everything I do profits me nothing.
Love is not an emotion, it is an active verb.
II Cor. 10:5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Jesus Christ
Would Jesus have this to say against you? You have left your first love.
  




