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Kay Arthur

How Do You Reconstruct a Life When You’ve Made a Mess of It?
Destruction is ALWAYS self-inflicted because God always has a way of victory.
1 Cor. 10:13
If we have NOT escaped, there is healing. Romans 8:28-30
2 Chron. 33:1-3 
There was a revival under the days of Hezekiah. He called the people back to worship the Lord.
Manasseh comes from a Godly heritage.
Deut. 4:19  You are NOT to worship the sun, moon and stars.
2 Chron. 33:3-5  
2 Chron. 33:6  He contacted demons and acted under their power.
2 Chron. 33:6-9  
Chronicles: The Account of the Days
We don’t know exactly when Chronicles was written but we DO know it was written after they went into captivity, after the end of Kings and after they were in the land for some time.
Why Chronicles?  God wanted the exiles, who are going to come back into the land, to know how to reconstruct worship, and the nation of Israel. They will need to remember the precepts and principles and lessons of life that are set down in Chronicles.
1. They left the land of Israel, a land that was promised by Covenant, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as an everlasting inheritance. 
2. They left because of sin.
3. They left because they had broken the Covenant.  Ex. 20:3
4. They worshiped other gods
5. They suffered the consequences that were spelled out in Deuteronomy.
“Deuteronomy was to the generation that grew up in the wilderness, what Chronicles is to the generation going back into the land.”
Deuteronomy is often referred to as the giving of the Law, a second time. It is literally a book of remembrance, just like Chronicles.
Deut. 29:10-15, 21 God will single out for adversity, the man described in verse 18 & 19
Deut. 29:18-19  This describes Manasseh
Deut. 29:19-21 “Though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart”: people excuse sin
There is a mass of mankind but God knows your heart and your behavior.
Chronicles is a book of selected segments of Israel’s history to remind them of Biblical precepts so they will know how to live. So that when they go back to the land, they won’t become discouraged, defeated, and look at their enemies and tremble.
What about us?  God has the lessons from these men, so that we might understand these precepts of life.
I Cor. 10:11-14  These verses are to the church!


Eight truths that can keep you from this destruction, Precepts for life:
1. You can’t go against what is written in the Word of God and get away with it.                      2 Chron. 33:1-8, Deut. 29:29 If it’s in Scripture, it’s no secret Rom. 1:18-20,                Deut. 30:11-14, Deut. 31:1-5  God has given you the Word, but He has left you in the world.   John 17: 15, 17
a. Although you’re in the world, when you have the Word, you cannot be overpowered by the world. I Cor. 10:13, I John 5:4-5
b. Why? The world is under your thumb of faith: you put the world down by the Word. Deut. 31:5-6, Heb. 13:5-6 “Be strong” ( strong means to fasten on, to get a grip on, to seize it and don’t let it go) “and courageous” (courageous means to be alert physically and mentally. You do not fall apart). Stand on the principle that you cannot go against what is written in the Word.
Deut. 30:19-20   Choose life by choosing God and loving Him, by obeying His voice and by holding fast to Him. 
2. You get a hold of the Word of God and you don’t go against it. 2 Chron. 33:9 “When you live as if you can disobey God and get away with it, you mislead others.”     Romans 1:18,28,32  Men who suppress the truth in their unrighteousness
3. God not only gives you the Word, but He gives you warning from people.                        2 Chron. 33:10 God can use dreams! 2 Kings 21:10-12,16 God uses His prophets. Tradition tells us Isaiah was one of those prophets and Manasseh had him sawn in two with a wooden saw.    Heb. 11:37
a. If you would listen to the Word of the Lord you would not have to reconstruct
b. God does not wish that any should perish, that’s why He sends someone to       warn us  2 Pet. 3:9
4. You will reap what you sow.  There is a law of the harvest. 2 Chron. 33:10-11,           Deut. 29:24-28, Jer. 25:14, Gal. 6:7-8, 2 Chron. 33:12-13
5.  If you self-destruct, God can reconstruct. There is hope and there is recovery because of who God is, not because of what you’ve done. Ex.34:6-7  God is compassionate and merciful.  Lam. 3:19-23, 2 Chron. 6:24-25, 29-31  Solomon’s prayer. This is what Manasseh did.
6. You must humble yourself     2 Chron. 7:13-14, I John 1:9
7. There is life and service after sin, but it may be in a different arena  2 Chron. 33:14-17
8. The consequences of your sin are not obliterated/erased. They are just forgiven. You can use them as a platform to warn others.   2 Chron. 33:17-20
