Revival or Captivity?
Kay Arthur
Lesson 2

Four questions you need to ask yourself when difficulty comes your way.
1. Does God change? 
2. Am I going to believe God?
3. Has God not given me His Son?
4. Is not God with me?

Why panic? Believe, and you will stand firm. Is. 7
Ahaz was the son of Jotham, and Jotham was the son of Uzziah. Ahaz had a godly heritage, yet he did evil in the sight of the Lord. Why?
2 Chron. 28:1-2  
The kingdom divided in 931 B.C., Jeroboam made himself two golden calves and led the people in idolatry.
2 Chron. 28:3 Ahaz sacrificed his sons to the god of Molek
2 Chron. 28:4-8  All of this happened because Ahaz was unfaithful.
2 Chron. 28: 19, 22 In times of his distress, he became yet MORE unfaithful to the Lord.
Why did he do evil? Why do WE do evil? Why do we think we can get away with it?

Does God Change?
God does not change so He must react to me within His character.
God IS who He WAS.He will ALWAYS be who He was.
God is immutable, the same today, yesterday and forever.
Heb. 13:8  
2Chron. 26: 5  As long as Uzziah sought the LORD, God prospered him.
2 Chron. 27:5-6 The Ammonites paid tribute to Ahaz’s father. Jotham became mighty because he ordered his ways before the LORD his God.  
Why is Ahaz turning to the arm of flesh?
Why do we, in a time of trial, turn to the arm of flesh? Why do we run to human help before we run to divine help?
Can you sin and not be judged? No. God has not changed and He must judge sin.
Uzziah became a leper when he became independent of God.
Lev. 10:1-2  Nadab and Abihu
If God does not change, then you can trust Him: it’s a matter of faith.
Is. 7:1  Rezin and Pekah could not conquer Jerusalem
Is. 7:2-3 Just in the introduction of Isaiah’s son, a promise is stated
The northern kingdom is sometimes referred to as Ephraim because it was the largest tribe.
Is. 7:4-5 
Is. 7:6  If Ahaz was clinging to God, he would know that threat could not happen
2 Samuel 7  No one else but the son of David will sit on the throne of Judah. God is a covenant keeping God. He DOES NOT CHANGE!!!
Is. 7:7-8 In 65 years, the Northern kingdom will be wiped out (722 BC)
Is. 7:9  If you will not believe, you surely shall not last
Ezra 4   Prophecy of Ephraim
Am I going to believe God?
The head of Damascus is just a man!!!
Romans 8:31  If God be for us, who can be against us?
Hebrews 10:35-37  Don’t throw away your confidence
Hebrews 10:38  My righteous one will live by faith
Hebrews 10:17
Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it is impossible to please Him. For he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Is. 7:9 
2 Chron. 28  The promise/Word of God keeps the enemy out, not the walls.
Ahaz does not believe that God is, Ahaz turns to the arm of flesh.
Jer. 17:5-6 Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind…..
If you, in your trial, are not going to believe that God is, then you will live like Jer. 17:5
Jer. 17:7-8  Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord. 
God does NOT change and Yes, I am going to believe Him.

Has not God given us His Son?
Is. 7:10-11 
Is. 7:12  Ahaz has a false piety. He didn’t want a sign, he already had his own plan.
Is. 7:13-16  The Lord Himself will give you a sign
Matt. 1:21-23 Jesus will save His people from their sin. The prophecy fulfilled in its entirety 
Romans 8:31-32  We have been given His Own Son, so will He not give you everything you need to make it through that trial?
John 3:16

Is not God with me?
Immanuel: God with us
John 14:18 God has promised that you will never be an orphan
John 14:23  God is not only with us He is in us.
Is. 7:14 
Is. 8:8 Assyria is going to come upon you but don’t forget, God is with you. It will not overtake you.
Is. 8:13-14, 19-20 
Why turn to people who have no light, when you have the Word?
Luke 16: 19-31 
Is. 9:1-2  
Is. 9:6-7
Is. 11:1-3 A child, a shoot will spring forth from the roots of Jesse 
Is. 11:4-10  No matter the trial, there is a resting place and it is glorious. 
 
