Ephesians
Lesson 5
Kay Arthur

What would happen in your life, in your heart, in your spirit, in your soul, in your mind if you could see the suffering that you’re going through in the light of a ministry to others? Would it change the way you went through and looked at that suffering? 

Eph. 3:1 He is in conflict and suffering for the gospel of Jesus Christ
The circumstances of our individual lives are for the ministry of others, given to me by God, so that I in turn can minister to others.
Eph. 3:1, 14-16 For this reason I bow my knees…. 
Eph. 3:2  Paul explains his ministry 
2 Cor. 11:24-28 The conflicts and fears within and without of Paul
1 Cor. 9:2; 15:10
Gal. 1:16; Eph. 1:3-9  God saved me according to HIS timing and purpose
Eph. 3:1 Paul is a prisoner NOT of Rome, but of Christ for the sake of the Gentiles
You are in the situation that YOU are in for the sake of others.
Eph. 1:9 This is in accordance to His kind intention
Eph. 3:13 Don’t lose heart in my tribulations. It’s for your glory. God is willing to put me in prison for YOU. You must be worth a lot!
Glory means “to give a proper estimate of”
Eph. 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord
Eph. 6:19-20 Paul asks them to pray for him for boldness!
The mystery of the gospel is Jew and Gentile made into one new man; the body of Christ.
Eph. 6:20-22 Paul is afraid that when they hear about his suffering on their behalf, that they will lose heart.
“Learning to rest in God. He is God’s and God can do with him as He pleases. Entering into the rest of faith is taking God at His word.” This is Hudson Taylor’s secret.
Eph. 6:21-22
Eph. 3:13 
Eph. 3:1-2 Stewardship -  “oikonomia” the management of the affairs of a household.
Eph. 1:10 God wants to administrate what He has planned
Eph. 3:2
I Cor. 4:1-2 Christians that won’t grow up. They are followers of men.
“Stewards” of the mysteries of God.  Are you trustworthy? Are you going to proclaim it?
“How do you walk the walk you talk?”    Take what you’ve learned and share it with others.
Eph. 3:2 The gospel never stops with you, it is always for others as well.
Eph. 3:3
Eph. 3:4-5 Men of old did not understand the mystery of Christ!! We are so privileged to have the whole canon of Scripture! We now have the total revelation of God!
Gen. 22:18 
Sometimes we forget that the church, the mystery of Christ, is a new entity.
Jew and Gentile, one new man, no dividing wall.
2 Cor. 5:21; Romans 6:4
Acts 10   The first Gentile believers
Eph. 3:5-6  Revelation revealed by God
Eph. 3:6  The Gentiles are fellow heirs…not side by side, but joint; together.
1 Cor. 15:3-8  Jesus died for our sins and that He was buried and rose again the third day….seen by many. Verified fact!
Eph. 2:11-12 What we were before
We don’t live like the Jews, the Jews don’t live like the Gentiles, now we live as one new entity! The church of Jesus Christ.
Minister: “diakonos” – a servant
Eph. 3:7  I am what I am because His power is in me.
Eph. 1:19  This is the power that enables us to fulfill the calling of God on our life.
Eph. 3:7-10 
Eph. 3:8 We can’t get our mind around those riches in Christ.
Eph. 3:9-10 Manifold wisdom of God: plan of God for the redemption of man
Gen. 2:17  You will die
Eph. 1:4  Before the foundation of the world God chooses me
I John 2:2
Heb. 4:1  Jesus is the man that came from God. God’s Son.
Heb. 2:9
The angels’ destiny is set. They cannot be redeemed. The fallen angels cannot be redeemed. The angels that stayed in heaven cannot be redeemed.
Luke 15:10  
James 1:2
Job 13:15  Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.
Eph. 3:11-12 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose. Your life has purpose and the way you go through your trial is so important.
Eph. 3:13-15   I bow my knees…..He is the Father of fathers
Romans 8:15-16  
Eph. 3:16,19 Don’t give up in these tribulations. Don’t lose heart. Be strengthened in the inner man through His Spirit.
Eph. 3:16-17 Dwell means He is at home.
When were you rooted and grounded in love?
Romans 11:17 When you were made bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh

DO YOU DOUBT THE LOVE OF GOD? THEN YOU WILL NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU COULD HAVE ATTAINED, WHAT YOU COULD HAVE BEEN, THE WHOLE PURPOSE OF YOUR LIFE IN CHRIST.

Eph. 3:17-19 God’s love surpasses knowledge. It takes you to absolute awe and amazement.
The knowledge of the love of God enables you to go forward.
Gal. 5:22-23 The fruit of the Spirit begins with love
Romans 5:5; I John 4:10   He first loved us and gave Himself up for us
Romans 5:6-8
Eph. 3:16-17  
What you’re doing in studying God’s Word this way, makes you secure in His love. It enables you to handle whatever comes your way.
Eph. 1:22-23
Eph. 3:19-21



