Spiritual Gifts
Lesson 6
Kay Arthur

Pastors are not the only ones with the gift of pastor/teacher.
Ephesians 4:11 

__________________________________________________________________

The church was originally founded on Jesus as the Cornerstone and what the apostles and prophets did, established the church. The church HAD to have a start.
Hebrews 1:1-2 Having spoken in His Son, how is He speaking today? Through His prophets, apostles, pastor/teachers and they speak everything that has gone before.
2 Peter 3:1-2 
Genesis through Malachi is the complete Old Testament.
What the apostles and prophets laid down in the complete New Testament cannon.
What we speak is the oracles of God.
The evangelists were part of the building. He would give the message to those outside the body that did not know the message of Jesus Christ. When they would have ears to hear, hearts to believe and will to obey, they would respond to the message of the evangelists. As he ministers to the world he is bringing people into the body of Christ. 
So, when they come into the body, the pastor/teacher is going teach him about Jesus Christ and about ministry and he equips the saints for the work of ministry.
Poimen: pastor/teacher. Means to shepherd.
Didasko/didaskalos: teach, teacher. To give instruction. To give information in such a way as to cause to learn.
This is a primary equipping gift in the church. 
What does a shepherd/teacher do?
A pastor/teacher watches over the sheep and he feeds the sheep.
John 21:15-17 “Do you love Me more than these? Tend My sheep.”
Tend: Bosko; nourish, provide food.
John 21:16 “Shepherd My sheep” 
Poimario: shepherd  
To Shepherd is: to guide
	                to guard
                          to feed
The shepherd is responsible for the care of these sheep. If the pastor/teacher does not know his role or the church doesn’t know his role, the church puts demands on him that prohibits him from fulfilling his role in the body.
John 21:17 “Tend My sheep”. Bosko.  When the pastor/teacher exercises his gift he doesn’t just give them milk, he has to feed the older Christians as well and they need meat. 
I Peter 5:1-2 Peter is speaking to the elders and telling them to watch over them, not by compulsion but voluntarily.
I Peter 5:2-3 The pastor is not a dictator. In God’s economy there wasn’t just one pastor/teacher, there was a group!
I Peter 5:4-5 Those elders are fine to be subject to because they are not lording it over them, and THEY are under Christ.
I Timothy 3:1 Overseer: epi/skopos – 
                                         over   to look/watch
This is an office in the church.
I Timothy 3:2 If you’re going to elect someone to the office of overseer, they have to have the teaching gift and pastor/teacher so they are going to look after, shepherd the flock.
(Kay’s interpretation is different here than Chuck’s as we discussed last week. Chuck has the gift of teaching, the office of pastor)
I Timothy 3:6-7 
Titus 1:5  Elders: presbuteros – 
Titus 1:6-9 So the overseer must be…. Episkopos  This man must know the Word.
Ezekiel 34:2 Should not the shepherds feed the flock?
Ezekiel 34:3-5 The shepherd element is missing in the church.
( the Moonies was a cult in the 80’s)
Acts 20:26-30 Paul had the gift of teaching.
There are five levels of learning:
If the pastor is going to be a good teacher he is going to get them to the fifth level.
1. Rote – you simply repeat something but don’t understand it
2. Recognition – “Oh yea, I’ve heard that before”. I have the understanding.
3. Restatement – when you can state what was said and you can state it in other terms, you are beginning to understand.
4. Relational – you begin to tie in truths; how one truth relates to another.
5. Realization – “I see that, I understand that and I can explain that to another person.”
Most people in the church are at “rote and recognition”. 
What is the difference between the gift of pastor/teacher and teaching?
The teacher teaches the information but does not “shepherd the sheep”. The pastor/teacher comes along and teaches, yes, but they also shepherd the flock.
If you are a teacher you are a student of the Word and you must discipline yourself to the study of the Word.
A Teacher:
1. Student of the Word
2. Understands the Word
3. You can communicate it clearly
4. People will understand. 
The gift of teacher can go all the way from a seminary professor to a kindergarten Sunday school teacher.
Whenever a teacher teaches there must come exhortation in that teaching. 
2 Timothy 4:2 Whenever you teach the Word you reprove: that shows them where they are wrong.  You rebuke; that shows them where they are wrong (one listens and one does not). You exhort and you do it with longsuffering; the right attitude and with sound doctrine. You use the Word in a very careful way.
Remember: You gravitate to your gift because God has given you that gift. Because it is supernatural, it will be natural for you to do it.

Exhortation: The exhorter puts their arm around the believer and encourages them.
Para/kaleo: 
Beside, to call. Someone that comes alongside a believer and causes that person to go forward in their Christian walk, onward and upward.
The Holy Spirit is the Comforter/Helper.
Think of this gift as the speaker/helper. A speaking/support gift. 
It is to call to one’s side; to entreat, to urge a person, to admonish and many times this is more of a “one on one” gift. This gift enables the believer to effectively urge another person to pursue a course of conduct or action.
A teacher might bring a person to say, “I see that” but the exhorter brings that person to a place where they say, “ I will DO that”.
Acts 4:36 The apostles called Barnabas “Son of Encouragement, Exhortation or Consolation”. 
Acts 9:22-27 Paul was the new convert that needed encouragement and exhortation. But Barnabas: others may want to write him off but an exhorter won’t. 
John Mark in the heat of battle wants to go home. Paul wants to write him off. Barnabas, the exhorter, won’t. In that conflict the gift that Barnabas had, exhortation, ruled over their relationship. 
2 Timothy 4:11 But when Paul is in prison, ready to die, Paul requests that John Mark come because he is “helpful to me in my ministry”.
I Thess. 5 They come alongside and help the weak, encourage the fainthearted…

