Spiritual Gifts
Kay Arthur
Lesson 2

Where do I belong, Lord?
Romans 12:1-8  Paul is literally on his knees, imploring believers to present their bodies to God.
Romans 12 in context of the book of Romans:
Romans 1 – 11 Paul has laid out for us a clear explanation of the gospel.
Romans 1 – 3:20 All have sinned
Romans 3:21 – 5 We are justified by faith, apart from works. 
Romans 6 -8 How to live a righteous life because of what Christ did
Romans 6 We died to sin
Romans 7 We died to the Law
Romans 8 No condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus
Romans 9 Paul shows us the sovereignty of God in salvation.
Romans 12:1 Therefore…..by the mercies of God. Grace and Mercy go together. God has mercy on us and He extends His grace to us.
By the mercies of God that you present Yourselves as a living sacrifice in light of Christ’s sacrifice. 
Romans 10 Paul brings balance with man’s responsibility
Romans 11 Paul brings it all together
Romans 9:14-16 We have been saved because God had mercy on me.
Romans 9:18, 23 You are a vessel of mercy and God has prepared you beforehand for glory.
Romans 11:30-32 The Jew’s rejection of Christ was our salvation
Romans 9:25 Only by God’s mercy, does God call me “beloved”.
Romans 11:33-36 To Him be the glory forever!!! From Him and to Him and through Him are all things.
If you want to know where you belong in the body of Christ it will begin with:
1. Presenting your body to Him, a living sacrifice: Paul is calling us to the sacrifice of consecration. 
Two types of sacrifices: 
Reconciliation					Consecration
Sin/Peace  						Burnt	
Romans 1 – 11					Romans 12 – 16

Genesis: The creation of the world, man, the fall, God’s promise
Exodus: How God delivered His people out of Egypt. Jews escaped the final plague by sacrificing the lamb and placing the blood on the doorpost.
Leviticus: Opens up with the burnt offering.
Leviticus 1:2-9 The burnt offering made atonement. This offering was a soothing aroma to the LORD. God is calling for you, as a burnt offering. All of you. Present yourself. Everything that comprises you. God wants you, a living sacrifice. 
When the priests would take this offering they went through a procedure. 
They skinned the animal. As we present ourselves to Him, then God takes off the covering and He begins to deal with what’s inside. 
They washed its legs. Eph. 5:26You are washed with the water of the Word.
In the light of His mercy and grace, we enter into a living death 
Romans 8:31   If God is for us, who is against us? God is FOR us.
Romans 8:32 He, who did not spare His own Son….freely gives us all things.
Romans 8:37-39 Nothing can separate us from the love of God.
Holy = set apart unto God. Sanctified.
“Acceptable to God which is your reasonable, spiritual service of worship.” It is logical. 
Worship = looking at someone’s worthship; value. 
He placed you in the body – His church – as it pleased HIM.
Now if you want to know WHERE He placed you in His body, the will of God, commit your body to Him.
2. Renew your mind Romans 12:2
Eph. 2:1-3 You were, by nature, children of wrath.
“Be not conformed” suschematizo – fashion together with. Don’t let the world fashion you together with itself. “Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold.” Philips. 
An external fashioning/squeezing that will eventually affect you internally.
“Transform” - Metamorphoo – our word metamorphosis comes from this.
The caterpillar goes into a state of incubation for the promise of transformation.
It’s whats in your head and in your heart that keeps you from being squeezed into the world’s mold.
As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. Proverbs 23:7
Romans 12:2 Conform and transform are present/passive imperative verbs.
Present means continuous action.
Passive means the subject receives the action of the verb. And it is a command.
“That you may prove – put to the test for the sake of proving – what that good and perfect and acceptable will of God is.” His will is always good and perfect and acceptable.
The purpose of this study is not just knowledge, but transformation by way of application.
3. Think sound judgment – humility not pride, meekness not self assertion.  Romans 12:3-8
Romans 12:3-6 This is how you are to think
Gifts: charisma
Grace: charis
So spiritual gifts are gifts of grace.
Romans 12:6
Unless your opinion of self agrees with God’s opinion of who you are your life will result in failure.
You must have a proper opinion of yourself. 
A lot of people will never be used the way God wants to use them because they won’t believe God loves them. THAT IS SIN! But the opposite is also true. We must not think too highly of ourselves. We cannot do every job. Each one is needed.
Romans 12:3
I Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
The grace that brought you to salvation, that calls you to an altar.
