Spiritual Gifts
Lesson 1
Kay Arthur

Diversity working in unity
Outline:
I Corinthians 12
vs. 1-3 He does not want them to be ignorant regarding spirituals
vs. 4-11 The Spirit gives the gifts
vs. 12-27 They are Christ’s body
vs. 28-31 God has appointed gifted men

I Cor. 1:6-7  They were not lacking spiritual gifts, but they were ignorant regarding these gifts
I Cor. 12:2-3 They were ignorant because they weren’t discerning how spiritual gifts operated.
Before, you were continually being led astray by dumb idols. 
I Cor. 12:3 Jesus is Lord – “Kurios” which is parallel to Yahweh in the Old Testament which they translated Jehovah: The incarnate God.
No one, exercising their spiritual gift can say “Jesus is accursed”. 
Everything that is done in accordance with Spiritual Gifts must line up with proper doctrine.
The goal of this course is to see what the Word of God says about spiritual gifts.
II Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed….
II Timothy 2:15
Hebrews 5:14 Strong meat = doctrine, not milk
Pneumakikon =spirituals: Pneuma means spirit. The ikon ending means: characterized or controlled by.  So, those things that are characterized by the Spirit.
Led astray is taken captive.
I Cor. 12:4-11 The Spirit gives the gifts

Gifts: Charisma – grace. Gifts are God’s doing, not man’s. They are born of God.
Grace is everything Jesus Christ has/is, made available to me.
You have to suppose that they are ignorant about where the gifts come from. (vs. 4-6)
I Cor. 12:12-27 Because the people are Christ’s body and individually members of it, he must show them that one gift is not better than another.
I Cor. 12:28 God has appointed in the body, gifted people….
Whatever is emphasized is the need God is addressing.
I Cor. 13  Love chapter
I Cor. 14  They had a wrong evaluation of tongues and prophecy
I Cor. 12:1-3  The Corinthians needed a renewing of their mind.
I Cor. 12:4-11 The Spirit’s role in distributing the gifts.
What we know about Spiritual Gifts so far:
· They are gifts of grace.
· The gifts are distributed according to God’s will, not man’s will.
Varieties: Diairesis - noun
Distributing: Diaireo- verb
I Cor. 12:1  “spirituals” are varieties of gifts
I Cor. 14:1…Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spirituals but especially prophesying. 
There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit:
      
Tongues		Teaching		Helps
There are more gifts than one and there are distributions of gifts. Diversities.
Ministries: diakoneo – deacons. There are diversities of ministries.
The gifts are exercised within a ministry. 
Effects: energema – energies. 
The effect comes from God. God is the one bringing the power so it doesn’t mean the greater the effect the greater the gift. NO boasting.
God is the One who decides the effect.
I Cor. 3:7 One sows, another reaps but God gives the increase.
I Cor. 12:7 The manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. God gives the ministry.
Phanerosis – manifestation. Open to sight. Visible. 
“Is given” – present (continuous) People are still getting saved
 Passive (voice) means that the subject receives the action of the verb, he does not participate in it, he is passive in it. So the gift is ALL of the Spirit.
Indicative mood: mood of reality
I Cor. 12:12-27  Many members but one body
I Cor. 12:12-18  God has placed the members in the body JUST AS HE desired. 
Both of these references are plural: Oh church….
I Cor. 12:31 
I Cor. 14:1
I Cor. 12:20 
“Every time he refers to spiritual gifts, he does not refer to them as analogous to the church. He puts gifted MEN/WOMEN in the church, but every time he speaks about gifts, he talks about it in relationship to the body.”
I Cor. 12:21-22 
I Cor. 12:23-28 The people behind the scenes of every ministry allow it to keep going. 
In Corinth, there was division and part of that division was coming because they were ignorant of the spiritual gifts.
I Cor. 12:28 God appoints gifted men/women in the church
I Cor. 12:29-30 These statements, in the Greek, command an answer of NO. 

This is what we know so far regarding the gifts:
1. ALL gifts are produced by the Godhead.
2. God, therefore, is responsible for the ministry and its effects. All are to His glory alone.  
3. You are responsible for discovering and developing your gift. You are not to be ignorant about it.
4. Every Christian has one or more gifts. If you are a member of the body, you have a gift.
5. The Holy Spirit gives gifts as He wills.
Will: a deliberate exercise of the will
6. We do not decide our gifts
7. Since it is all of God, we cannot be conceited.
8. When you understand God’s teaching on spiritual gifts, there is no room for self depreciation or self sufficiency.  The body needs all its members in order to function.  
9. No place for schism or rivalry.
10. Gifts are made visible; they can be seen and distinguished.
The gift is from the Spirit, the ministry is from the Lord and the effect is from God. It’s all from God, therefore give God the glory and rejoice in it.
When God brought you into the body, He placed you in a specific place for a specific reason. YOU ARE IMPORTANT!!!   
