I Corinthians
Lesson 10
 Kay Arthur

Now concerning spiritual gifts….	
I Cor. 12:1 The Corinthian church was unaware of spiritual gifts; they were without discernment and understanding.
I Cor. 14:12 They were zealous, but ignorant
I Cor. 14:20 Children in their thinking
I Cor. 3:1 Babes in Christ
I Cor. 16:13  Act like men, go on to maturity
I Cor. 12-14 Since they are zealous of spiritual gifts he wants them to have understanding.
The only way Paul can bring them to maturity is to teach them truth.
The Corinthians were occupied with two gifts: prophecy and tongues.
I Cor. 13 The importance of love
I Cor. 14 He deals with tongues and prophecy and he shows that prophesy is the greater gift.
The issue in Corinth had to be set around tongues and prophecy and their ignorance.
Romans 12, Ephesians 4 and I Peter 4 all deal with spiritual gifts.
Spiritual Gifts: We are talking to a church that is immature and babes in their thinking, not grown up and instead of following what the Word of God says they are following men.
What does Paul want them to see?
1. The distribution of spiritual gifts is God’s doing.
Now there are varieties of gifts – distribution of gifts I Cor. 12:4
I Cor. 12:7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
2.  There are more than two gifts. There are a variety of gifts. I Cor. 12:4-10
The Holy Spirit gives the gifts for the common good. Then there is a ministry that is given in connection with that gift. The ministry comes not from the Spirit but from the Lord. The effect exercised in the ministry comes from God. The trinity is involved in spiritual gifts. The Father is the one who brings forth the harvest.
God takes the glory for the effect. He is behind it all.
3. Gifts are for the common good.
4. Gifts are distributed according to God’s will, not according to your praying or pleading.
What about I Corinthians 14:1   You, collectively, desire spiritual gifts, but collectively desire prophecy. 
Never make the obscure interpret the obvious.
I Cor. 12:7-11 To one is given…just as He wills.
I Cor. 12:18  ..just as He desired
“God, what are the gifts you have given me?” You will find yourself drawn to those as you mature.
I Cor. 12:28 God has appointed in the church. 
I Pet. 4:10  As each has received a spiritual gift. Men and women have spiritual gifts.
5.  There are many members of the body
You see SOME of the members of my body, you see the seemly parts. But the UNseemly parts are SOOOO necessary!!!
I Cor. 12:18 GOD has placed the members; it’s not your decision
I Cor. 12:12 We are part of a whole: just like your body has many members that make it a whole.
I Cor. 12:24 
The Corinthians have the essentials mixed up and Paul wants them to see the essentialness of the other gifts.
6.  There is to be no division in the body
I Cor. 12:25  
I Cor. 12:26 There is jealousy, envy and strife in Corinth because they are following different men because they have not grown up.
7.  God shows the value of gifts in His appointment in the church
I Cor. 12:28  Apostles first because they went in and laid the foundation. They brought the gospel and established the church. Next prophets because they were the ones coming in and speaking for God. Third teachers because they were the ones expounding the Scriptures. Then……..all are necessary but some have a higher priority than others.
8.  All do not exercise the same gifts
I Cor. 12:29-31 All do not speak with tongues
Earnestly desire the greater gifts: apostles, prophets and teachers. They are the foundational gifts on which the church is going to be built.
I Cor. 12:31 Desire earnestly and I show you a still more excellent way but I want you to understand the place of love in all of this. Hence: I Corinthians 13.
Watch out: without love the gifts are nothing.
I Cor. 13:1-2 If you don’t have love, you have nothing
I Cor. 13:3 If you don’t have love, there is no profit
I Cor. 13:4-8 Love’s behavior described. Here is God’s definition
I Cor. 13:8-9 Gifts are going to go but love will abide.
When the perfect comes: When Jesus Christ comes back (Kay’s opinion)
I Cor. 13:13 The greatest of these is love
I Cor. 13:11-12 
I Cor. 14:1 …especially that you prophesy.
Paul will describe why prophesy is a greater gift because prophesy edifies the body, the common good: tongues edifies the individual.
I Cor. 14:3-4 
I Cor. 14:5-19 Prophesy is better because of its effect and use rather than tongues.
I Cor. 14:21-22 Not talking about the unbeliever “on the street”. In context God is talking to Israel and He says He is going to use the Babylonians to speak to them, in a tongue/language they don’t even understand.
I Cor. 14:26 Each one – Revelation – this is what God has shown me. The church wasn’t just one man speaking, it was participatory.
Whatever is done should be done:
1. For edification I Cor. 14:26
2. There should never be confusion when speaking in tongues or prophesying  I Cor. 14:27-33
3. Women are to keep silent. I Cor. 14:34 Context is tongues. (I Cor. 11:5 You aren’t usually prophesying or speaking in tongues at home)
Subject: women are to be in submission; there is an authority over women, but as long as you are under your husband’s authority and he ok’s with it, you are in submission!
4. Do not usurp Paul’s authority I Cor. 14:36-38 If you don’t recognize Paul’s authority and submit to his authority, YOU have the problem.
5. Don’t forbid to speak in tongues, but it is to be done decently and in order    I Cor. 14:39-40 
Don’t let experience and emotions control you. Bring your experience under the plumb line of the Word of God.
Love is to rule!!!
		

	


 
