I Corinthians
Lesson 8
Kay Arthur

Running in order to please God.
I Cor. 9:24  You run in order to win.
I Cor. 9:19 I’m going to serve them
I Cor. 9:20-21
I Cor. 9:22-23 
I Cor. 9:24-27 Do you not know? They know because in Corinth they knew about the Isthmus games and what it took to participate. They lived in an athletic environment.
If you want to feel God’s pleasure:
1.  Exercise self-control in all things  I Cor. 9:24-25 
2. Remember that there is a reward at the end of the race  I Cor. 9:25-26, 2 Cor. 5:10 I have my eye on the finish line and the goal. 
Phil. 3: 7-10 Righteousness that comes by faith.
Do you know what you want? Have you thought about the time when you will give an account?
That vision “shuts you in”, gives you focus.
“Conformed to His death”: Christ always lived with the cross before Him. He came to do the Father’s will. He always had His purpose before Him. John 17:4  “I have finished the work that Thou hast given Me to do.”
We need to run with a purpose.
Phil. 3:11 “To attain to the resurrection of the dead.” He has been buried with Christ, but he still lives.
Phil. 3:12  Bring yourself back into self-discipline. Don’t just give up.
3. You don’t just shadow box, you have a target. Paul knew the enemy; it was himself. No other person can keep you from being Christ-like. 
I Buffet my body: hupoopazio: under the eye. I deliver a blow to my eye, to myself. When they did this in the boxing event: if you got a blow to your opponent’s “under eye”, it was declared a knockout. 
We don’t know where we are going, and many of us are not willing to pay the price to get there.  All we can see is now.
The more vigilance, discipline, that you bring to your Christian walk, the more assured you are that you are God’s child and that you are right with God.
“Disqualified” – adokimos: disapproved
2 Cor. 13:5-7 Test yourselves to see if you’re in the faith; examine yourselves.
How do you know that you’re not going to fail the test? You know if you’re exercising self-control, you know if you’re living a disciplined life, you know if you’re studying the Word and applying it. 
2 Cor. 13:6-7 “Do not fail the test” adokimos.  “approved” dokimos. “Though we should appear” adokimos.  These Corinthians are sitting in judgment upon Paul, not really living the disciplined Christian life. Paul knows he is approved, but he worries that maybe THEY aren’t.
I Cor. 9:27-10:1  For, I do not want you to be unaware…“gar” – Paul is pointing back to what was just said. He is not finished speaking so he is connecting these two things.
I Cor. 10:1-4  Eating and drinking, which has to do with idols. 
“All”- the cloud = the shikinah glory, the pillar of cloud.
           the sea – the Red Sea
           baptized into Moses in the cloud – identified with
           ate the same spiritual food - manna
Baptize = to unite with
I Cor. 10:4 
Two times they cried out for water: first time God told Moses to strike the rock, so he did. The second time God told him to speak to the rock, but Moses struck the rock twice. “You didn’t sanctify me in front of the people; you are not going into the Promised Land.” The Rock was Christ and He only needs to be struck once for the sins of the people.
He is anything and everything you will ever need. (ego emi)
I Cor. 10:5 Most of them were laid low
I Cor. 10:6  These are examples to us
Watch your desires:
1. Don’t crave evil things  (Num. 11 Egypt is a picture of the world)
2. Don’t be idolaters I Cor. 10:7, Col. 3 Greed is idolatry
3. Don’t be immoral  I Cor. 10:8-9 Immorality follows idolatry
4. Don’t be presumptuous 
5. Don’t try the Lord I Cor. 10:9
6. Don’t complain about God’s provision
7. Don’t grumble I Cor. 10:10
Number 21 They are complaining about God’s provision again.
They must look to the serpent on the pole in faith and they won’t die. Christ was made to be sin for us and we must look to Him in faith and be saved.
I Cor. 10:11-12  We have a lesson to learn
I Cor. 10:12 When you are trusting in yourself, you are in a very precarious situation. You are still living in a body of flesh (Col. 3 and Romans 6). 
I Cor. 4  The Corinthians thought they were standing. 
I Cor. 10:13 No trial, testing, temptation…
Remember: 
1. This is not uncommon to man. You are not in a unique situation
2. God is faithful
3. This is NOT more than you can bear. If it was, God who is faithful would not let you be in that situation.
4. He provides a way of escape. It’s HIS way of escape, not yours.
5. You are able to endure it.
Do you want to feel His pleasure? Flee idolatry. I Cor. 10:14
Anything that displaces God from being your consuming passion, your goal, the one thing you desire on earth more than anything else, is idolatry and it leads to the judgment of God.

 

 
