I Corinthians
Lesson 7
Kay Arthur

What would YOU be willing to do for the gospel of Jesus Christ?
What right would you give up?
What are you and I doing for the gospel?
I Corinthians 8 There is a Precept in all of this for our lives.
I Cor. 8:1-3 Love is the hallmark of the Christian.
Fruit of the Spirit is love…it’s the badge we wear.
A love that desires another’s highest good.
I Cor. 8:3-4 This idol is nothing, it’s just an idol.
I Cor. 8:4-6
I Cor. 8:6 We exist for HIM; that is my purpose in life.
I Cor. 8:7  Not all men have this knowledge. Some are sitting in the church in Corinth that used to bring their sacrifice to the temple of the idols.
Exodus 20:1-3 You shall have no other gods before ME.
Exodus 20:4-5  “Qanna” – Jealous God
Exodus 20:5-6
In Corinth you had people coming from the synagogue and the idol temple into the church: Jew and Gentile.
Jews have been taught about idols, the Gentiles had not.
Isaiah 44:6  God is talking to the Jewish people that had gotten caught up in idol worship. “I AM the first and I AM the last: there is no other god before ME”.
Isaiah 44:7-8 Is there any God besides ME?
Isaiah 44:8-11 The craftsmen themselves are men!!!
Isaiah 44:12 This man making this idol is so human he loses his strength.
Isaiah 44:13-15 He’s cut down the tree, makes a fire so he can warm himself and then bakes bread with the wood and he also makes an idol out of the same wood!
Isaiah 44:16-17  “Deliver me for thou art my god”. Crazy!!! The God that we worship is the One who made us, gives us life and can take it away at any moment.
I Corinthians 8:7-8 The heathen priests were allowed to eat the meat sacrificed to idols but they couldn’t eat it all, so they sold some of it. The weaker brother sees his brothers eating the meat sacrificed to idols and he is in doubt as to whether HE should eat or not. It doesn’t matter if you eat it or not, you are not commended to God because of it. It doesn’t matter because an idol is nothing!!
I Corinthians 8:9 The weak brother sees the stronger eating the meat offered to idols and he is confused.
I Corinthians 8:9-10 “If HE can do it, then I can do it”. But he doesn’t have the faith in his heart that eating is right.
Romans 14:19-21 The weak are those that have been in the strict, legalistic lifestyle that have come to know Jesus Christ, and yet they are doubting some of the things strong Christians have the freedom to do. 
The weak are those that are going against their conscience.
Romans 14:22 …have as your own conviction.
Romans 14:23 He who doubts is condemned if he eats because he is not eating out of faith. “If he doubts, don’t do it”.
When does it become a sin for this strong person? When he causes his weaker brother to stumble or urges his brother to eat with him when he doesn’t have a strong conviction about that yet.
I Corinthians 8:10-11 You’ve just ruined a brother for whose sake Christ died!
I never take my liberty and use it to weaken another brother or by example cause another brother to stumble in following me. “Be imitators of me; just as I am also of Christ.” I Corinthians 11:1
I Corinthians 8:12-13 You’re laying down your rights for the sake of another person.
Mark 8:31 He is going to suffer, die and rise again
Mark 8:32 Jesus CAME to die, to lay down His life as a ransom for many.
Mark 8:33-34 You’re not setting your mind on the things of God.
Christianity is death to self; taking up your cross and following Him the rest of your lives. We are not our own; we are bought with a price.
Mark 8:35 
Mark 10:28-30 
Mark 10:43-45 Even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to give His life a ransom for many.
You now belong to Christ; all your rights you laid down.
I Corinthians 10:14  Paul brings up idols again.
Paul was willing to do whatever it took to bring all to Christ.
I Corinthians 9:1-2 You’ve come to know Jesus Christ through ME. Look at me as your example. I have the right to all these things.
I Corinthians 9:3-6 But I haven’t used these rights, for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
I Corinthians 9:13-14 You SHOULD support your pastor so that he can study and shepherd you.
I Corinthians 9:15-16 I’m not subtly hinting to you to support me.
I Corinthians 9:17-19 Even if I force myself to preach the gospel, I have a stewardship entrusted to me. I have made myself a slave to all that I might win more. Whatever it costs, I am willing to do it all, even lay down my life. Because that’s my passion…
I Corinthians 9:20-23 For YOUR sake, I’m not going to eat it.
That doesn’t mean you go down to sin, but you live in a sense, according to their standards.
I Corinthians 9:23 I do all things for the sake of the gospel.


What right would you surrender in order to demonstrate to them what Christ gave up so you could have eternal life?




