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What does God say about sex, marriage and divorce?
I Cor. 7:1-9 Paul talks about sex in respect to marriage. If you cannot control your sexual desires your only option is marriage.
I Cor. 7:3-4 Sex inside marriage is never to be withheld lest you tempt your spouse. 
I Cor. 7:10-11 You are not to leave your mate. If you do, you are to remain unmarried. If you DO get remarried, your only option is your previous mate.
I Cor. 7:12-16  What do you do if you are married to an unbeliever? If they are pleased to dwell with you, you stay married to that unbeliever. If they want to leave, then let them leave, but it is good for you to stay married to them. There is a sanctification process that goes on: one believer in a family brings a benefit to that family and they are better off with you than without you.
I Cor. 7:17 As God has called each one: salvation.
I Cor. 1:1-2, 9 Paul, called…to the church, saints by calling, called into fellowship 
Fellowship: two guys in the same ship, Koinonia 
 Called: kaleo : called: happens in the past and remains to be so.
I Cor. 7:17 In this manner let him walk
I Cor. 7:19 Stay in the condition in which you were called
I Cor. 7:20-22 
I Cor. 7:23; 6:20 You’ve been bought with a price
I Cor. 7:24 Remain in that condition….
I Cor. 7:25-26 
I Cor. 7:27 The best thing for you, when you get saved, is to stay in the state you were, when you were saved.
What does Paul have as a backdrop to spiritual truth? The Old Testament and the words of Jesus Christ.
The Bible doesn’t just lay down everything at one time. God starts with Genesis and lays down Precept upon Precept and shows us the lives of people.
But the Jews pick up some of those truths and weave into it their own interpretation and tradition.
Matt. 19:4 Marriage: not male and male, but Male and Female.
Matt. 19:5-6 The minute that intercourse happens, in God’s eyes they are married.
Matt. 19:6-7 Why then does Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away? Same word as I Cor. 7:11 – husband should not send her away.
Matt. 19:8-9 Whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, causes her to commit adultery. Only reason for divorce and remarriage is adultery. 
Matt. 19:10 
Matt. 19:11-12 
The Jews have been taught that if they don’t marry they won’t get to heaven and if a woman does not marry and have a child, she wouldn’t go to heaven. The Jews had added to Scripture.
Deut. 24  Bill of divorcement allows the wife to get remarried. 
To the married the Lord says, you are not to get rid of your mate. If you do, you must remain unmarried or go back and get remarried. 
If your new mate dies, you may not go back to your first mate and remarry.
Matt. 13:36
Matt. 13:51-52 Jesus is speaking to His disciples. There are new insights that are going to be given and written down that are just as important as the Old Testament. (New Testament is the result)
What Paul says then as his opinion, is just as important as the Old Testament.
I Cor. 7:25 In those days, the Father had control over the daughter. Marriages were contracted and sometimes on the basis of property and value. 
Paul’s opinion is trustworthy. Here is the new treasure.
When Christ was here, he taught that marriage was permanent. The only reason divorce was allowed was adultery because it broke the oneness. God protected the wife by making the man give her a bill of divorcement. 
I Cor. 7:26-27 Bound and released are both perfect tenses: a past completed action with a present continuing result.
I Cor. 7:28 You who were called when you were released from a wife: when you were divorced, if you should marry you have not sinned. If a virgin should marry, she has not sinned.  Yet such will have trouble in this life: everything will not be all roses and goose bumps. 
I Cor. 7:28-31 Don’t love this present world, it is passing away.
I Cor.7:32 It is better to be unconcerned….
I Cor. 7:33-34 
I Cor. 7:35 This I say for your own benefit: whatever we do, we live within the limit of these two things: to promote what is seemly (good, honorable) and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.
I Cor. 7:36-38 Answers the question of verse 25.
I Cor 7:39 The only thing that breaks the marriage is adultery or death.
She is allowed to be married if her unbelieving husband leaves.
2 Cor. 6:14-7:1  You are not to join yourself to an unbeliever under any circumstances
I Cor. 7:40 If you get married again after your spouse is dead, that new mate MUST be a believer.
God, I want Your will and only Your will. Trust in Him. He will lead and guide you. You simply must be obedient and walk in the light of Truth.

	
