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Whom do you serve?
There is a payday, someday, even for Christians.
Who am I but a servant of God.
I Cor. 3: 5-6 Who are the men you are serving, except servants of God?
A carnal Christian is a person who has not grown up, not matured, not set their site on Christ, but has chosen to follow certain men.
Servants:
1. If you are a servant it implies that there is a master/boss
2. If you are a servant and have a master/boss then you are under authority
3. If you are under authority, then you are accountable to them
God causes the growth, God is the source. Both are working together to serve God.
I Cor. 3:7 
If you are a servant, the way you serve should reflect on your master.
I Cor. 3:8 
Rev. 22:12 As the whole Bible comes to a close Jesus says, “Behold I am coming quickly and My reward is with Me”
I Cor. 3:9 We are fellow workers
First metaphor: planting, sewing, a field
Second metaphor: servant, God’s worker and you are God’s field
You are God’s field, you are God’s building.
Third metaphor: a building
I Cor. 3:10  A servant doesn’t have to come up with his own resources. “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid the foundation.”
What is the solid foundation of the Corinthian church? Jesus Christ.
This is the work of Paul, and Apollos came along and began to build.
I Cor. 3:10-11 ….but let each man be careful HOW he builds on it (foundation)
I Cor. 3:12-13 EACH man’s work will become evident.
There is a day coming that will show the quality. 
I must build with a material that is pleasing to God.
Proverbs talks about the Word of God and how we mine out its treasure. Gold, silver and precious stones must be mined from the bowels of the earth. It takes the sweat of your brow.
Anyone that builds upon that foundation needs to know they will be held accountable for what they used to build on this foundation.
You cannot be a man pleaser and please God.
I Cor. 3:16 “that is what you are” is plural.
Even the advice you give can be wood, hay or stubble or the gold, silver or precious stones.
I Cor. 3:17 “Destroys”: the church will always stand but there are people who can take people, that are the believers, and lead them astray. God says if you do that, He will destroy you.
You must remember how precious the church is!! How precious YOU are!!! It is the blood bought church!!! The mystery that was hidden in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world: Christ in me, the hope of glory.
I Cor. 3:17 For the temple of God is holy and that’s what you are!!! Not, “will be”.
God has a job for you, because you are a servant of God.
There is a reward for your labor, or there is a loss of reward.
I Cor. 3:18-20
I Cor. 3:21-23  Let no one boast in men….all things belong to you. Why? Because all things belong to Christ and you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God and everything belongs to God!!!!
I Cor. 4:2    As a servant you are to be trustworthy
Servants:
1.  There’s a reward or loss of reward, the reward is based on the quality not the quantity and beware that you don’t destroy what belongs to the Master.
2. You belong to Christ and have everything you need
3. You are to be trustworthy
I Cor. 4:1 Regard us as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
What are the mysteries of God? Everything connected with that glorious Word of God.
An ideal servant in the Old Testament: Joseph: In all things he served God, no matter the situation
I Cor. 4:2 As a servant, your authority is not OVER this Word, but the Word of God is the authority of God over YOU. Bow the knee, you don’t have to understand it all.
The Corinthians were examining Paul’s outward appearance and his speech.
I Cor. 4:3  examine: anakrino – judge
You are sitting there in judgment on me as a servant of God. You don’t like the way I’m serving. “It’s a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.” 
He isn’t saying, “I don’t look at my life and see what needs to be confessed and how I’m doing,” he says, “I don’t equip myself.”
I Cor. 4:4-5 If he is not conscious of anything against himself, then he IS examining himself. 
He is NOT saying that we are not to discern or examine what you are hearing. 
He is saying, “What is God going to judge? The motives of the heart.”
Only God can see the heart.
Who are you to say if this doctrine is right or wrong? YOU ARE A STEWARD OF THE MYSTERIES OF GOD.
We ARE to examine what we hear from that servant, but we don’t examine the motives of that servant.
Rom. 8:1 No condemnation, true. But my deeds will be judged.
I Cor. 4:5   “time” kairos -  a point in time, a specific time or a period of time.





Do not go on passing judgment; meaning they WERE doing it.
2 Cor. 5:9-10 
Rom. 14:10 
2 Tim. 4:1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:” The dead are those that never knew Christ. Or the dead are the lost.
I Thess. 4:13-17  We who are alive and remain will be caught up with Christ
As servants you must remember you are not greater than your master.
I Cor. 4:6 You are pulling things out of the Word that are not there.
I Cor. 4:6-8    “kings” is spoken in a Biblical irony. You are saying that you are rich and kings…..you are sitting here not as a servant but as a king.
I Cor. 4:11-13 
I Cor. 4:16, 11:1
Mark 10:45   The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and give His life a ransom for many.
 Isaiah 53
2 Cor. 8:9 Jesus: though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.
I Cor. 2:2  I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
The words that I speak are not My words, but My Father’s.
John 17:14  Father I gave them Thy Word.
John 13:14-15 Just remember if I, your Lord and Master wash your feet, I give you an example of what to do
Who are you going to serve?
Who are you imitating?
There is a day coming where it will all be brought out in the open. 




