I CORINTHIANS
LESSON 2
KAY ARTHUR
“I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontus Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell and the third day He arose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty from whence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. And I believe in the Holy Catholic Church.”  The Apostle’s Creed
Statement of their declaration of faith.
“The Holy Catholic Church” is talking about the holy, set apart, universal church. Universal = the communion of all the saints, called out ones, chosen by God, who belong to the…..church.
I Cor. 1:1 -2   Church: ekklesia – kleo (call, called) a group that has been called out of the world.
Ek – out of or from
Kleo – to call or to invite
The Corinthians would be very familiar with this word. It is a term that referred to a gathering of citizens in a city-state who would discuss and make decisions in respect to the affairs of their city-state. It was used in a secular sense as well as in a biblical sense.
Secular: a group that would come out and make decisions regarding their city-state.
Biblical: they would come out and make decisions regarding the church
I Cor. 1:2 Sanctified = set apart. A group of people that have been set apart.
Holy = saint= sanctified= hagios = set apart
Saints by calling, because of the way you responded to that calling
He was also writing to the holy, universal church: in Rome, Ephesus, Galatia…
“calling” – klesis – noun for calling  kletos – adjective  kleo – verb
To invite, to summon.
You and I have a responsibility to preach/share the gospel.
What happens when you hear the call?
I Cor. 1:1-2  Paul, Called
                      Saints by calling
                      With all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ
I Cor. 1:9	….through whom you were called into fellowship
I Cor. 1:24	those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks
1 Cor. 1:26	consider your calling, brethren	
Matt. 22:2-4  He sent out His servants to call
Matt. 22:5-14  Those who were invited were not worthy….many are called but few are chosen.
ALWAYS LOOK AT THE PARABLE IN THE CONTEXT IN WHICH IT WAS GIVEN
Matt. 21:23  By what authority are you doing these things and who gave You this authority?
Matt. 21:27-28 He tells them three parables because they are questioning their authority. They are the chief priests, elders, leaders of the synagogue
Matt. 21:28-31 The tax gatherers and the harlots will get into the kingdom before you.
Matt. 21:33-40 Parable of the vineyard
It shows some believing and some rejecting. Those rejecting, are the Jews.
The Jews rejecting Jesus Christ for who He is – Jerusalem being destroyed.
Invitation goes out to the highways and the byways. Salvation came to the Jews first. 
When we go out and share the gospel, we are to share it with everyone!!!
When you move from the gospels into the epistles, you see the word “call” but it is used in reference to the people that have heard the gospel, and they have responded correctly.
I Cor. 1:2..saints by calling = an effectual call. People that hear this call, believe and respond to it.
To call upon the Lord: Kurios – Lord, He is the One who has the right to rule
Jesus – Yeshua – our Savior, The Promised One
The ones who have responded are the ones called into fellowship with His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ
Fellowship – Koinonia – to share in common
I Cor. 1:30  When I am called into fellowship, I am called out of the world, I call on the name of Jesus Christ and that unites me with Christ.
Jesus became to us wisdom – when did He do that? He became wisdom to me when I responded to the call.
Romans 8:16-17 We are heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ. Whatever belongs to Christ belongs to me. Why? I have been called out of the world.
I belong to those who have “heard the invitation to the wedding”.
KNOW WHO YOU ARE AND WHO YOU REPRESENT!!!!
Romans 8:35-39   You can NEVER be separated from the Love of God in Christ Jesus
I John 1: 1-6  If you belong to Jesus Christ, you are in fellowship with Him, and you are going to live in a certain way. “If we say we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie.” I John was written so you would KNOW you have eternal life. You know, by the way you walk.
I Cor. 1:22-24  to Jews: a stumbling block
Matt. 21:40-43 the stone which the builders rejected became the chief cornerstone. The Gentiles are producing the fruit.
Corinthians was written to mostly Gentiles.
I Cor. 1:22-23 
I Cor. 1:24 but to those who are the called… 
Who are these called? Those whom God has chosen
I Cor. 1:26-29  Saints by calling because God has chosen them.
Who did He chose?
I Cor. 1:26-29   the foolish, weak, base, the despised, the things that are not
Matt. 21:31 
Matt. 22:9 ….both evil and the good were brought into the wedding feast
The society of Corinth is evil!!! The citizenry is made up mostly of slaves.
This society is totally engrossed in “self”.
This church is made up of genuine believers, but there are some that have come in that don’t have on “wedding clothes”.  So not all were genuine believers.
How do you know the true from the false?
Because it is God that has done the choosing, it excludes boasting.
“Godward” part of salvation is the calling: the believers’ responsibility is responding to the calling.
I Cor. 1:30-31
I Cor. 1:9
God’s calling initiated your salvation.
The problem in Corinth: These are true believers, but they are a little messed up.     I Cor. 1:11-12 They are boasting in men, instead of boasting in the Lord.
I Cor. 3:20-22 Let no one boast in men, for all things belong to you..because you have been called into fellowship with Jesus Christ.
I Cor. 4:6-7 Who regards you as superior?  You are enamored with men; you haven’t grown up.
I Cor. 3:2-4 You are behaving like mere men instead of behaving like you’re supposed to behave.
I Cor. 1:25  They forgot that the foolishness of God is wiser than men
He is going to shame the wisdom of men THROUGH YOU!!!
I Cor. 1:1  Paul was part of the church. The position that he was put in was that of an apostle. He was to do God’s bidding.
When he opens the letter, he establishes his authority immediately.
Why?
I Cor. 4:3 They are examining and challenging him.
2 Cor. 10:10
By being a part of the true church, they must remember from whence they came and not boast in men but boast in God. I have everything I need in Christ Jesus and my identity is in Him. I need to grow up!
Are YOU part of this true church?
	








