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Key Words in Romans:
1. Servant: diakonos – to minister, to adjust, to regulate, to set in order. Represents the servant in his activity for the work. The relationship does not go back to the one you are serving, the one you represent, it goes from the servant to the people to whom he is ministering. The emphasis is on the service that is being rendered.


Romans 15-16  Christ, Paul and fellow workers of Paul. The emphasis on these last two chapters is on the service Paul is rendering.
Derivation:
      1. To run through the dust, or in the dust laboring
2. To hasten or pursue
Doulos: more of a slave type word, servile kind of state. The relationship of the servant upon the master.
Diakonos: is foremost the people whom you’re serving. It is more of a voluntary thing; it is a service or advantage rendered to another.
Romans 15:8 Christ became a servant.
Romans 15:25  Now, I am going to Jerusalem to serve the saints.
Romans 15:31  ….my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints.
Romans 16:1  Phoebe, a servant of the church. She could be a deaconess

2.  Minister: Leitourgos: Romans 15:16, 27  Yes, they were pleased to do so…they are indebted to minister to them ……
“A people worker”
Leit – people    ergon – to work or a worker
So he is saying he is a people worker
Minister: Heirourgeo – “heir” – a sacred place or a temple. 
Romans 15:15 -16  …to be a minister; a people worker. Ministering as a priest, the gospel. You and I are to minister the gospel! Why did God give you that? As Paul said, he is a debtor of the gospel….and so are you!!! What a privilege.
The gospel is a treasure! I can’t keep it to myself. I must share it because it’s what gives life. It’s my responsibility. 
Romans 1:16-17  The world needs the righteousness of God or they will perish!!!
Romans 15:15-16….ministering; working in the gospel, serving in the gospel as a priest. Paul is going to offer the Gentiles to God!! Who are YOU going to offer?
Diakonos:  it is a public servant; not one who stays cloistered in the church but goes out into the world. It is a functionary in the temple; in the gospel. In the context here, it is a functionary in the gospel; not just knowing it but living it.
The normal person goes out into the world and invites them back to the church for the pastor. But that’s not the pastor’s job; it’s your job to minister the gospel to the unsaved. The job of the minister is to feed the sheep so THEY can minister the gospel so they might bring an offering.

3.  Fellow-Worker – or workers with me or they worked hard.
Romans 16:3, 6, 9, 12, 21
Sunergos: sun – together or with     ergos: worker
We are not called to vacation but to work.
Workers: kopiao – comes from kopos: laborious toil, it is working up a sweat.
To work hard, to grow weary, to toil, to diligently labor, it’s hard working.

Ways we are to minister the gospel:
1. Following Christ’s example Romans 15:1-13
    I Thessalonians 5:14-15 Admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted (the small-souled, the despondent). Help the weak, those without strength, be patient with all men……
a.  Bear the weaknesses of others Romans 15:1-3 Your focus is on others
Psalm 69:6-9   Christ bore the reproaches of others.
Romans 15:7-9 
b.  You do not please yourself
c. You take their reproaches just like Christ did for you
2 Corinthians 2:14-17
d. You accept others as they are  Romans 5:8
You let others know they don’t have to make themselves acceptable to come to God!! The gospel makes them acceptable.
2. Finding your ability to persevere. Finding your encouragement in the Scriptures. Romans 15:4-5
Where did Paul get this encouragement to persevere? The Old Testament scriptures.
Leadership can get lonely and painful because it puts you out in the public and the public is not always sweet. 
More and more as you saturate yourself in the Word, you find yourself finding encouragement in the Word.
3.  Following Paul’s example:
a. An act of worship  Romans 15:1-13
b. So you will have others to offer to God  Romans 15:16, I Thess. 2:19-20
c. Christ will accomplish this through you, but He can’t do it without your availability. Romans 15:17-21 
“God doesn’t need your ability, He needs your availability.” Stuart Briscoe
What are you going to boast in? Jeremiah 9:23-24
d. There is no retirement; there is no stopping no matter the cost. Ecclesiastes 8:8  Romans 15:27
e. Build a solid prayer base Romans 15:30-32
4.  Follow the example of the saint
5. Contend for the gospel  Romans 16:17-19
Earnestly contend for the gospel delivered through Christ Jesus

God has written a love letter: It’s the gospel of Jesus Christ and you’ve found it!! No go find the lover that He wrote it to and unite them in the gospel of Jesus Christ. You are a minister of the gospel: don’t ever forget it!!! There is part of the bride of Christ out there, go find them and bring them in.

Thank you Father, for Your Word.
