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The Stewardship of Love
Romans 12:9  We are to let love be without hypocrisy.
I Cor. 13:1-2
I Cor. 13:3-13
John 15:9-13  The abiding chapter
Romans 1 – 11 We have seen the love of God: All that has been accomplished because Jesus laid down His life for us. 

			Roman 1-11				Romans 12 – 16
			Love of God bestowed		Love of God manifested
			upon us				through us 	
Romans 5:5
How is that love of God manifested?
If I love Him, will I not:
1. Give myself to Him?  (12:1)
2. Obey His command and be transformed ( 12:2)
3. Cease to exalt myself and become a faithful steward of His gifts (12:3-8)
4. Love the brethren? (12:10-13)
5. Love all people no matter their state?  (12:14-16)
6. Love those who do not love me? (12:17-21)
This is love without hypocrisy.
Remember, as we study gifts of the Spirit, that your gift was picked out especially for you by God.
Gifts are God-given abilities to perform certain functions on behalf of the body of Jesus Christ.
Therefore: gifts are not for your own profit, they are for the benefit of others.
I Peter 4:10  Employ your gift as good stewards
All gifts fall into two categories:       Speaking/Serving
I Peter 4:11
The speaking gifts are all according to the Word of God. Don’t give people chaff; give them the meat of the Word.
I Cor. 12:7  “Manifestation of the Spirit” is simply the spiritual gift as it is seen in practice
I Cor. 14:12  
Gifts are NOT for self-gratification or self-edification; gifts are for the edification of the body. Because God has given the gift, we cannot boast.
I Cor. 12:18
Romans 12:3-5 All members do not have the same function
Romans 12:6 It was the grace of God that placed you in the body and it was God that gave you the gift.
Romans 12:7  
Eph. 4:7-8 You have all the grace you need to exercise the gift God has given to you.
Eph. 4:11-13 Greek construction of pastors and teachers is one: pastor teacher or shepherd teacher
Teleois – to reach maturity. It doesn’t mean to be sinless.
Eph. 4:13-15 
Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastor teachers: all four are speaking gifts: four main gifts God uses to establish the body and to bring them to the unity of the faith so that they in turn, grown up in Christ, can go out and minister to others so that you have a whole, healthy body.
Eph. 4:15-16  ….building up of itself in love.
Every member is necessary.
Romans 12:7-8 He is stating how these gifts are to be ministered or exercised.
I Cor. 12:4 
Varieties of Gifts
    ONE Spirit

Varieties of Ministries
     ONE Lord

Varieties of Effects
     ONE God
I Cor. 12:5   ministries – diakoneo: services or ministries
I Cor. 12:6    effects – energema:  energy, workings that are produced by God
You can have the same gift, but your ministry can take many varieties. 
The effect comes from God: He decides! Yes, even the effect is from God.
All you are is a channel of that gift, responsible to minister where the Holy Spirit has placed you. Because you have placed yourself on the altar, He will place you where He wants you and then as you renew your mind and walk in obedience to the Holy Spirit, it doesn’t matter whether you see any effects or not.
If I walk in love and carry out the stewardship of my gift, I will be willing to labor whether I see any results or not; that is really love. 
Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love!
Why do you exercise your gift? You are God’s hands, mouth, legs and YOU are the means of expressing the love of God to the body of Christ.
Romans 12:10 Give preference to one another in honor.
Phillipians 2:5-11  Christ was our ultimate example
Romans 12:10-11  “aglow with the Spirit”
Who are we serving? The Lord
Romans 12:12-13
The stewardship of love: 
Are you carrying out that stewardship? Are you devoted to one another in love and in that devotion are you exercising your gifts in love so that the body is healthy?




 

