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How do I live with Christians that are different than me and still please the Lord?
My consecration is made manifest in my acceptance of my brothers.
Romans 14 – 15:6 shows us a very real problem in the church
The problem of opinions regarding do’s and don’ts of the Christian walk.
Opinions of three things
1.  Eating
2.  Drinking
3.  Worshiping
How does this translate to the church today?
Gray issues
How long is “long” hair?
Can you wear slacks?
How short is too short for skirts?
Coed swimming?
Etc…….

	Weak in faith
Romans 14:1-2 Not people that have trouble having faith in God, or pleasing Him. These people are having problems with their liberty under the New Covenant.
The problem with the weak is in understanding their freedom, not license, in Christ in regard to externals which once distinguished them religiously from others.
What do they do with those things that they have always regarded as unclean?
Weak, just because they are having a hard time throwing off those shackles.
	Strong:    Romans 15:1  Those who understand their liberty from the externals.
What were the weak doing?
1. They were judging the walk/consecration/holiness of the strong. Lots of rules in order to keep   the Christian in line. Romans 14:3-4 (a holier than thou mentality) 
2. They were regarding some things as unclean. Romans 14:14,20; Mark 7:14-19; 
Acts 10:9-15
What were the strong doing?
1. They were regarding the weak with contempt Romans 14:3
2. They were trying to change the opinions of the weak
Romans 14:1  “opinions, doubtful disputations” – dialogismos: an inward reasoning, an opinion. Nothing clear cut, but reasoned in one’s own mind.
3. They are causing them to stumble, fall.



Solution:
1. Don’t judge: word to the weak
2. Don’t cause to stumble: word to the strong
3. Walk in love: word to both of them
Romans 14:13,15
So where/how do I draw the line on “do’s, don’ts and differences” so that we are sure we are walking in love? 

Questions you must ask yourself:
1. Am I fully convinced in my own mind that the way I am walking is right or wrong before the Lord? Romans 14:5 (this ought to drive you back into the Word)
2. Am I doing this as unto the Lord? Romans 14:4-9 (Lord used 10 times in this chapter) Galatians 1:10…or am I pleasing men?
3. Will the way I live/walk stand the test at the judgment seat of Christ?                  Romans 14:10-12 2 Cor. 5:9-10 My one ambition is to please God. 
a.  Was it in faith? Hebrews 11:6
b.  Was it in love?  I Corinthians 13  Ecclesiastes 12:13
4. Will it- what I do - cause others to stumble? Stumble does NOT mean mere displeasure; it means to cause others to go beyond what their faith approves, which causes them to sin. Romans 14:23, Romans 14:13-19
5. Will the way I walk make for peace and edification? Romans 14:19-21
6. Is it by faith, or does it condemn me? Romans 14:22-23
7. Is it according to Christ’s example? Romans 15:1-6

This is how you live with Christians that are different than you, and still please God.
	

