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Do’s, Dont’s and Differences: How does a consecrated Christian handle these in the body of Christ?
Remaining outline of Romans 13

Consecration manifested in Obedience:
1. To governing authorities
2. To law of love
3. To command to put on Lord Jesus Christ
Romans 14:1-16:6  
Consecration manifested in Acceptance:
1. Of the weaker or the stronger brother
2. Of the Jew and Gentile
3. Of Paul or of God’s servant/minister  Romans 15:14-33
4. Of the Saints  Romans 16:1-16
Consecration manifested in Rejection: Romans 16:17-20
1. False Brethren
2. Knowledge of Evil 

Consecration manifested in obedience to the Law of Love
Romans 13  The government as a minister/servant of God
Romans 13:4  
Romans 13:5  
Romans 13:6  Servants = priestly service.  A sacrificial service, a priestly character
Romans 13:6-7 Government officials are paid through taxes. Priests were paid through the tithe. So, if you hold back your taxes, you are holding back the plan of God to pay for the ruling authorities, just like if the people had held back their tithe; the priests would not have been paid.
Romans 13:8-9 Love fulfills the Law.  Who is my neighbor? Mankind 
Romans 12  Love for the brethren, my enemies, people- no matter their state
Romans 13 My walk in the world: love my neighbor
Romans 13:9  Covet: looking at what my neighbors have and wanting it and then going after it.
Coveting: I’d rather have that for myself than have you have it. But love focuses on others.
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
We are to walk in love’s liberty.
Romans 13:10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor
The world will know I belong to Jesus Christ by my love, not by my doctrine.
Paul is not talking about finances here. He is talking about a debt you can never pay off.
Your life is to be characterized by love.
Love will restrain a man from incurring debts that come from adultery, coveting, stealing and false witness.
James 2:8-12 “If however, you are fulfilling the royal law: the law that belongs to the royal king, the law of love.”
If you show partiality, you are committing sin. I must show love in every aspect of my life.
James 1:25  But one who looks intently…..and abides by it….this man will be blessed.
Romans 13:11


To awaken from sleep:  inactivity; throw off your apathy!!!
Romans 13:11-12  The day of the coming of the Lord
Romans 13:12   The armor protects against darkness
Romans 13:13-14 Put on the Lord Jesus Christ: aorist – one point in time   
                                                                                     middle – the subject participates in the action
				                                imperative – command
Make no provision for the flesh in regard to its desires: take no thought, consecrated Christian, for the flesh’s desires. You have presented your BODY….
Galatians 5:16
Maranatha was the watchword for the church
I Thess. 1:9-10 
I Thess. 3:11-12  May the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another…..
I Thess. 3:13  In holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with the coming of all His saints
I Thess. 5:1-2 
I Thess. 5:3-8 Destruction will come upon THEM, not YOU…but brethren….
Putting on the breastplate and armor is putting on Christ.
Notice Paul didn’t incur any uprising for the slaves. 
The Roman taxation was about to break the backs of the people at this time.
I Thess. 5:9-11 God has not destined us for wrath….encourage and build up one another.
Romans 14   “Whatever you do, do it for the edifying of the Body.”
Overview of Romans 14

Romans 14:1-4  Paul has just stepped out of our relationship to the governing authorities and love to the world, putting on Christ and making no provision for the flesh, into a problem in the church: weak and strong brothers.

Consecration is manifested in Acceptance:
Of the weaker or stronger brother 
Do’s and Dont’s and Differences and how you handle them in the Body of Christ.
Have you ever judged your brother by their external appearance? 
Problem Paul was dealing with:  
1.  The “externals of holiness”
a. Eating
b. Drinking
c. Worshiping/Days
Romans 14:17  The kingdom is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  So why are we judging on the basis of that? They have nothing to do with holiness whatsoever.
It is easier to get grace into the heart than it is to get grace into the head.
The highest importance is not to be on the externals!!!
Real piety: it would not eat meat but it would condemn the one who does: there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
2.  The weak in faith and the strong in faith (not saving faith but walking faith)
Walking in the liberty of faith, 2 Corinthians 3, which is life in the Spirit.
Living in the liberty of grace or in the legalism of the Law.
Walking according to custom and culture or according to faith’s liberty. It’s not just Jew and Gentiles.  Faith’s liberty says there is nothing unclean that can enter the body.
Romans 14:14  Nothing is unclean in itself
Mark 7:16  It is not what enters into a man’s body that defiles him.
Romans 14:14, 20 
This is not a problem with the clear cut commands of God, it is a problem of personal opinions.




















