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 If God has mercy upon whom He will have mercy and compassion upon whom He will have compassion, and it’s not the man that runs and it’s not the man that wills but it’s God that has mercy in regard to salvation, then is God unjust? Is God unfair?
Chapter 9
1. One doctrine never outweighs another doctrine. There is perfect harmony within all doctrines of Scripture.
2. Within our finite human mind, we can carry doctrines to a logical conclusion that the Scriptures do not take them to.
What do the Scriptures teach about predestination regarding man?
There are only three Scriptures that talk about the predestination of man:
1. Romans 8:29-30 God predestined man to be conformed to His Son’s image
2. Eph. 1:4  God predestined us to adoption as sons
3. Eph. 1:11  We are predestined according to His purpose, thereby attaining an inheritance.
The Scripture does NOT say God predestined any man to hell.
In Interpreting Romans 9:
1. Let Scripture speak for itself; not taking it beyond what it says, but not diminishing it either.
2. Remember what God’s Word teaches about God, not what man teaches about God.
God is transcendent, He is above all – He is other than man.
God is incomprehensible – He is beyond the understanding of man. We can only please God by faith.
He is NOT like man, therefore man is in no position to judge God’s ways.
God is holy – He is morally excellent in all of His ways. Total purity.
God is just – He is absolutely fair in all His actions.
God is righteous – He always does what is right.
God is loving and merciful.
How does Romans 9 – 11 fit in with the rest of Romans?
The gospel of God that reveals righteousness is how it breaks down.
(Chart is on page 50 of the homework)
Romans 9, 10 and 11: It begins with a cry of grief, and it ends with a eulogy of trust.
Paul is going to show:
· Why, although the gospel was to the Jew first, the Jews as a nation, have not embraced salvation by faith in Christ’s finished work, whereby unrighteous men are made righteous.
· He will show the gospel’s relation to the Jews in chapters 9 – 11.
1. 9:1 – 10:21  The Word of God has not failed
2. 11:1-32  God has not rejected Israel. There is a remnant NOW.
Israel’s rejection has been the Gentile’s salvation. 
“All” Israel will be saved. Why? Romans 11:29 “The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.”
Through Romans, Paul has been careful to show the relationship of the gospel to the Jews. We must know context: Is he speaking to the Jew or the Gentile?
Romans 1:1-2 The gospel was promised in the Scriptures – Genesis 3:15





Romans 1:16 …..to the Jew first…..
Romans 3:1  What advantage is there in being a Jew?
Romans 3:3 What if some Jews don’t believe? Does that change God’s faithfulness?
Romans 4:1 What did Abraham find according to the flesh?	
Romans 4:13,16 What about the promise to Abraham’s descendants? 
Romans 9 – 11 Most of the Jews have rejected the gospel.
The gospel has not failed, the Jews have failed.
In Romans 9 – 11 Paul is about to show:
1. Regardless of their claim to be God’s elect, many have been rejected by God.
2. God’s elective purposes include the Gentiles.
3. God’s sovereignty does not obligate Him to anyone.
4. God has set His way = righteousness is by faith. He had a sovereign right to do it.
Paul gives the examples of God choosing Isaac, and Jacob and Esau. Therefore, when the Jews cannot disagree on His choice of Isaac and Jacob, then they cannot disagree on His election of Jew and Gentile.
5.  Man is responsible
6. God’s purpose for Israel will still be fulfilled. God’s Will will never be thwarted.
Romans 9:1-4 Jesus had that same grief for His people.
Paul has the heart of Christ.
Romans 9:5
Romans 9:6-7  God’s Word has not failed.
John 8:33  We have Abraham as our father.
Romans 9:6-8  Children of the promise are regarded as descendants.
Not children flesh = child of God
Children of the promise = descendants
Romans 9:9-10
Romans 9:10-11   “eklog” – choice; an act of picking out
Romans 9:11 Only because of God’s purpose – God’s choice
Romans 8:29-30
Romans 9:12-13  He is anticipating a human evaluation to God’s choosing.
Man – judging God. Remember: Paul is a master lawyer. 
Romans 9:14 God is just and righteous in all His ways. So you cannot say God is unjust.
Romans 9:15  Mercy – this is the first mention of this word in Romans.
All mankind is unrighteous: Romans 3:9 All men sin. The wrath of God is upon all men.
But God, who is rich in mercy – He has mercy and compassion on some!!
Romans 9:15-16 It does not depend on men – but upon God who has mercy.
John 1:12-13 …..born not of blood…..but of God.
Romans 9:16-18
God purposely chose Pharaoh to be an evil man? NO. “For this very purpose, Pharaoh, I raised you up.” Not that I created you.  Romans 1 says Pharaoh is without excuse; he doesn’t want salvation! Pharaoh is faced with God’s power and he rejects it.
God’s Word has not failed.
Romans 9:18 All mankind is lost – but God in His mercy has compassion and mercy on some.
“It’s not my fault I am the way I am.” How can you answer back to God in that way?
Romans 9:19-20 Who are you, O man, who answers back to God?
Romans 9:20-22 ….endured with much patience: that is His longsuffering.
It does not say vessels of destruction created for wrath.
Romans 9:23 He prepared beforehand for glory.
Romans 1:21 When they knew God, they glorified Him not..
Remember: His ways are not our ways; they are so much higher. We accept them by faith.
Because: the righteous shall live by faith.





