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The Christian’s Relationship to the Law

Review: 

Romans 7   Full blown exposition of the Law (20 references)

Romans 8   Only 3-4 references to the Law

Romans 7   “I” used 30 times. Used as it is related to the Law.

The Holy Spirit is used only once (7:6)

Romans 7 Theme:  The Law
Romans 3:20   Through the Law came the knowledge of sin
Romans 5:20   The Law came in that the transgressions might increase
Romans 6:14    Sin will not be master over us because we are not under the Law

Paul answers all these statements in chapter 7

1. By the works of the Law, no flesh is justified.  End of Romans 7
2. The Law came in that the transgressions might increase  7:7-12 

3. Sin will not be master over us because we are not under the Law 7:1-6

The Law cannot sanctify a man.
The Law cannot take care of indwelling sin.

When you get saved you now have a hunger for righteousness.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled. Matt. 5:6

The Old Testament is the foundation of truth. The New Testament is the revelation of that truth.
So, looking in the Old Testament the Christian sees law, law, law. So how does the Law relate to the Christian? Remember: The Law cannot sanctify.

Questions in chapter 7:

6:15 – 7:6  Answered “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the Law but under grace?”
7:7  Is the Law sin?

7:13  Did that which is good become a cause of death for me?

7:1-5 We died to the Law through our union to Jesus Christ

7:7-12 The Law is the means of revealing sin.

(Talking to the Jews who know the Law and possibly Gentiles who knew the Law.)

7:1  Paul probably picks marriage: 1. Because it is permanent

                                                         2. Because of our union to Jesus Christ

7:2  The Law is good, in effect, until there is a death.
7:3  Joined – used as a parallel to our union to Jesus Christ

Romans 7:3-4  You were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ

The Law is not going to die                     You will

There is not a thing wrong with the Law. BUT, you break one part, you break it all.  James 2:10

You are condemned.

When “Mr. Christ” comes in, He helps me do it perfectly!

I have now died, I have been united with Christ.

Romans 8:2-4  The problem was me – my flesh

I am not lawless once I come to Christ. Christ overcomes my weaknesses

Romans 7:4  I died, not the Law

Marriage usually produces children.     When we are united with Christ, we bear fruit for God.

“were in the flesh” is in the imperfect tense – durative action in the past.
Romans 7  -  While you were in the flesh

Romans 8  -  Continues this phrase – in the flesh

Romans 7:5  Sinful passions were constantly being aroused by the Law.

They were at work.

Romans 7:6   Contrast: We have been released (same term in divorce)

Our relationship to the Law? We are dead to it!

We serve in newness of the Spirit.
2 Cor. 3:2-6   The letter kills but the Spirit gives life.

Anytime you, as a Christian, try to live under the letter of the law, you will die.

2 Cor. 3:7-8

2 Cor. 3:8-9  Ministry of righteousness

2 Cor. 3:9-10 The Law, which had glory, doesn’t have any glory compared to the New Covenant.

2 Cor. 3: 11-14  The veil on Moses’ face was because the glory faded. 

Those who have the veil “over their face” hear the Law and cannot see the grace.

The veil kept them from seeing the glory fading away of the Law.

2 Cor. 3:15,13  Whenever a man turns to the Lord – the veil is lifted.

We were shut up under the Law to protect us until the New Covenant came

2 Cor. 3:17-18  Liberty from the Law

The Law cannot justify or sanctify me.

2 Cor. 3:18  As I keep seeing the glory I am changed from image to image to image until I am more and more like Him.

Romans 7:7  I would not have come to know sin without the Law.
In witnessing we use the Law to show God’s standard. We are sinners!

We need to feel the hurt of our sins.

The Law serves a great purpose – to show us our sin.

Romans 7:7-8

Dead = dormant

Romans 7:9-10  Came alive = come again to life

Romans 7:10-12  The Law exposes my sin

When the Law came, sin came to life again and I died. It was the Law that awakened sin in him.

The Law is holy and righteous and good.

Its job is to show me my sin.

Gal. 3:14-15  

Gal. 3:16-17

Gal. 3:17-24

Why the Law then, if salvation is by faith?

Gal. 3:19  For the sake of defining transgressions.

Righteousness for salvation/sanctification is never by the Law – only by faith

Gal. 3:22-24  We were  kept in custody – to guard

The Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ

Gal. 3:25-26  We are no longer under a tutor now!

