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Regenerate or Unregenerate? The Law cannot sanctify.

Three key words that give us the theme of chapter 7:

1. “I” is used 30 times in 25 verses

2. “Law” is used 20 times in 25 verses

3. “Sin” is used 16 times in 25 verses.

You come up with a sentence that reveals what Paul is saying because of these three words.

“The Law reveals my sin. I try to keep the Law but I cannot because of sin which indwells me.”  Romans 7:7-24
Verse 25 answers this dilemma: Jesus Christ is the answer

Romans 7 is in the segment – sanctified – of our segment divisions.

Romans 7:7-12  Paul deals with the Law and what it has to do with our salvation.
The Law, which is holy, righteous and good, reveals our sin.

Is the Law sin then? NO!!

Romans 5:20  The Law makes sin exceedingly sinful.

Sin devastates me.

Romans 7:13-24 The Law which exposes my sin cannot sanctify me, because of indwelling sin.

In this we see a truth that Paul revealed in chapter 6.

Although I died with Christ, sin and its desires are still there. (6:11)
I am dead to sin, yes, but I still have a problem with its presence and its power.

Romans 6:12-13 Do not let sin reign. It is now my choice.

I am sanctified by God, the Holy Spirit indwells me, but sin and its desires still dwell within.
If you are NOT aware of the fact that sin indwells, when it rears its ugly head and you give in – you are devastated. You often think you are too mature spiritually to have done that.

Galatians 5:16  Walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh: NOT that the flesh has no desires.
Romans 7  Although sin dwells in me, the Law cannot take care of my sin; only expose it.

Romans 6  There is no sin ligation(stripping) but there is death to the power of sin because the old man died. Therefore, the body as an instrument of sin has been rendered powerless.

Romans 7:14-24 =The answer to Paul’s question in Romans 7:13

Romans 7:13 Did that which is good become a cause of death for me?

NO! It was sin.

Romans 7:5, 8:1-11  Paul shows us:

We are NOT in the flesh; not under its dominion: BUT the flesh is still IN us, with its passions and lusts.
The term, “in the flesh” refers to those who are lost.

Romans 6:11-14  Our flesh has been crucified. Our flesh is still there but don’t let it reign!
Galatians 5:24 Live in the light that your flesh has been crucified. “There are no strings on me!”  So, I don’t have to obey its lusts.

In Romans 7 Paul shows us:

The Law has the ability to reveal sin, but it doesn’t have the ability to deal with sin. It cannot sanctify the regenerate or unregenerate man.

“To have our focus on whether Paul is speaking about a regenerate or unregenerate man would miss his argument which is this: the Law cannot sanctify you.”
Romans 3:21 – 4 The Law cannot justify us – only Jesus can deliver us from sins’ penalty.

Romans 7:13-25  The Law cannot sanctify – only Jesus can deliver us.

Only Jesus can deliver us from the penalty of death and this body of death.

Romans 7:14-24  This is a man under Law.

If this is a regenerate or unregenerate man, it presents problems.

Regenerate (saved): 

1. Main problem is it seems to contradict what Paul says before and after chapter 7 and in 6 & 8.

Romans 7:14-23 This bondage contradicts what Paul says in chapter 6.

Romans 6:10 

Romans 6:14, 17-18  It sounds like this man is still a slave.
Romans 7:5-6 We were……but now…

Romans 8:1-11  More problems

2. How can this man be sold under sin –a prisoner of sin?

3. Where is the Holy Spirit?

4. A regenerate man has already been set free from the body of death

5. Why isn’t he set free by the Spirit?

Unregenerate Man:

Main problem: The change in tenses

Romans 7:7-11 Is the Law sin?  Verb tenses are past tense and Paul is referring to himself.

Romans 7:13  Transitional verse

                        4 Aorist tense

                        1 Present tense

Romans 7:14-25  Switches to present tense.

If Paul is looking back and giving a testimony of when he wasn’t saved, why didn’t he use the imperfect tense? Past durative action in the past.

Is Paul saying, “This is what happened to me…….”

Another thought: He goes into the present tenses because he is moving into the emphasis of the Law and its continuous nature. So, because of the Law, he moves to the present tense. 

Another thought: Why does Paul, at this point, go back to salvation? Because he is using the Law and what it can and cannot do.

Saved or lost, the Law cannot sanctify you.

Another thought:  This is the conflict of Christians, not unregenerate people because unregenerate people do not desire to obey God’s Law.

John Bunyan: under agony for 18 months because of conviction from the Holy Spirit, didn’t understand the full teaching of the gospel: it not only justifies, it also sanctifies. The way of escape is Jesus Jesus Jesus!!!

(Read Paul Bunyan’s autobiography)

It is a man under Law that is trying to please God. He either does not yet know the power of the indwelling Christ (not saved) or he does not fully understand all that is his in Christ that enables him to handle indwelling sin.

Sin = not believing God.

James 4:17  Not doing what you know to be right, is sin.

Romans 7:23-24

The “body of his death” is simply his physical body.

Romans 7:25 Victory is only through Christ.

Romans 8:1-3 How did He condemn sin? He deposed it of its dominion.

The law of aerodynamics overpowers the law of gravity, but if something goes wrong with the engines, gravity takes over and pulls me down.

Only one thing can overcome that indwelling sin in my body and it is NOT the Law. The Law cannot get me off the ground, only the spirit of life in Christ Jesus can get me off the ground. But, anytime I stop walking in the Law of the Spirit of life in Jesus Christ, then the law of sin, the principle of indwelling sin will take over.

Romans 7:24-25  Jesus   Jesus    Jesus is my Savior.

Sanctification, just like justification, is by faith. 

The just shall live by faith.
